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Welcome to the Spring 2018 edition of  Arley News! 

If you have items you‟d like to submit for inclusion in the Arley News we can be 
contacted at   

 arleynews2016@hotmail.com or, if you do not have a computer, paper copies 
can be dropped into the letterbox located in the Arley Community Centre marked 
“Arley News”. For all telephone communication other than adverts please    
contact Audrey Brown below who is the main liaison point for the Arley News 
team. 

Contacts: 

John Male  - Editor – arleynews2016@hotmail.com 

Audrey Brown  Secretary - Tel. 01676 541026 

Patti Baker       Treasurer – pattijbaker@hotmail.com 

John Birch        Advertising – birchjohn@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Articles for inclusion in the SUMMER Edition of Arley News (distributed 

early JUNE) to be received no later than 15th MAY 2018 

 
Arley News can be viewed online at: www.arleycommunitycentre.co.uk 

Please Note: The comments expressed in this magazine are those of the        
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editorial team 

mailto:arleynews2016@hotmail.com
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 Since my comments in the last edition anyone who doesn‟t live in the local area 

might get the impression that the village is in free fall, losing local services, with an 

axe hanging over the bus service and the Sports Centre, and an increase in crime, 

but when I go around the village I‟m glad to see that the residents are still fighting 

for a better life in the future.  

If what the Parish Council has planned for 2018 comes to fruition, plus what Big  

Local is doing, then I have hope for the future of our villages .  

On saying that I think the residents need to be aware of the downside of a village 

with a growing population. One of the major issues that will have to be addressed 

is how we control the amount of traffic using the area. When you look around  

people can see that there is issue with insufficient parking in high density  

residential areas,  New Arley is a prime example, as at certain times of the day the 

roads becomes dangerous for vehicles and a greater danger to pedestrians. Bigger 

delivery vehicles are becoming more and more noticeable in the villages and      

unfortunately speeds are increasing .  

With spring just around the corner an increase in the amount of equine activity on 

our roads, plus an increase in farm vehicle movement and the number of walkers 

on local roads and lanes, could make for extremely dangerous conditions. Here‟s 

hoping we will not have any major issues. 

Another big issue is the increase in fly tipping, it seems that because we have quiet 

country lanes around New & Old Arley the cowboys in the building trade think they 

can get away with dumping building rubble anywhere, and we can‟t forget the       

inexplicable action of some of the general public who think it‟s acceptable to dump 

their household rubbish in the same way. Let‟s badger the local authorities to       

install mobile CCTV in the worst affected areas. I‟m sure that the number of         

offenders taken to court and fined would justify the running costs.                  

From the Editor: 
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ARLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Council Members  

Chair     Councillor Gary Green        07788568844  

Vice Chairs  Councillor Martin Langley    07989438686  

     Councillor Pat Cotterill        01676541951 

Councillor Eric Fellows             01676542697 

Councillor Gill Guy             01676542105 

Councillor Vera Robinson     01676541631 

Councillor Trevor Tennant     01676541641 

Councillor Paul Erhahieman     07446961269 

Councillor Nigel Turley      01676541543  

Councillor Gail Williams            01676541580 

Clerk to the Parish Council  

Mr Gerry Brough   01676 542563           gerrybrough@gmail.com 

Arley Parish Council meets on the first Thursday of every month at 7:15pm 

at Rowlands Court and the minutes of the meetings are posted in the no-

tice boards in New & Old Arley.   

The first item on the agenda is always the Open Forum where Parishioners are 

invited to speak on any subject for a limited time.   

If you have an issue you wish to raise you are welcome to attend any of the 

APC meetings.  

North Warwickshire Borough Council Members for Arley & Whitacre area.  

Councillor Colin Hayfield       0796 6307438 

Councillor Mark Simpson      01676 541894  

mailto:gerrybrough@gmail.com
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MARCUS JONES MP  

YOUR MEMBER OF                   
PARLIAMENT FOR                  

NUNEATON 

As your Member of Parliament I try to be as accessible as possible.  

I hold regular advice surgeries that are an ideal opportunity to discuss with me any 
issues or concerns you have, that you feel I may be able to help with.  

They are open to all constituents however, these are by appointment only due to 
the number of people who attend.  

To book an appointment, please call the constituency office on 024 7634 8482 or 
email   marcus.jones.mp@parliament.uk.  

You will need to provide your full name, full address with postcode and contact    
telephone number. 

Surgeries are held regularly throughout the constituency on a Friday evening.  

The venues alternate between Nuneaton, Arley and Hartshill. On booking your    
appointment, we will try to ensure that your appointment is at a venue closest to 
your home.  

Marcus deals with Housing, Benefits, CSA, Immigration and Tax issues on a daily 
basis. Therefore, if your case is urgent, please contact him by email or telephone.  

He may be able to assist you without needing to book an appointment at a 

surgery. 

Email: marcus.jones.mp@parliament.uk  

Write to: Marcus Jones MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA. 

Tel: 024 7634 8482 

IMPORTANT:  -When contacting Marcus you must supply your full address 
and postcode so we can ensure you are a Nuneaton constituent.                 
Parliamentary protocol prohibits Marcus from acting for constituents who are 
represented by another MP and delaying receipt of this information could    

mailto:marcus.jones.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:marcus.jones.mp@parliament.uk
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Update from the Parish Council 

As a Council we attempt to continue to maintain the services the Parish needs by 

encouraging our Borough Councillors to raise the concerns of Arley Parishioners 

and Councillors at their meetings.  

Whilst we have managed to ensure hedge trimming and road sweeping continues, 

more of the responsibility of maintaining the villages now rests with us.              

Many residents continually raise the subject of litter and fly tipping. Fly tipping can 

be reported, but the litter is up to us to sort out, so please keep our villages tidy. 

Crime has recently increased in our area so we have contacted PC Bell who        

informs us that an application has been made for street lighting to be switched back 

on. A mobile police station may be brought in at weekends and specials assigned 

to patrol the villages. 

In response to the complaints about speeding, the Arley Community Speed Watch 

is now registered and we have volunteers who are to be trained so monitoring can 

commence. 

The Council are in the process of installing two more litter bins, but as there is still 

no news on the possible closure of a bus route, the erection of the bus shelter is on 

hold until further notice. 

Several requests have been received asking if the Council are going to              

commemorate the closure of Arley Pit 1901-1968: the answer is yes, and below is 

an extract from a current Councillor‟s experience of the colliery. 

"Arley Colliery provided jobs and homes for many families during its working life. 

My own family, the Langleys arrived here in 1940 from Horden, County Durham 

and were allocated a house at 14, Charles Street, New Arley. The colliery was     

situated off Springhill and the entrance was near to the Colliers Way junction.      

Entering at this point, you would have seen railway sidings on your left where trains 

were loaded with coal and coal lorries collecting their load and going off to make 

deliveries. Continuing uphill through the colliery you would pass offices and coal 

plants etc. until you reached the now closed gates at the bottom of Frederick Road. 

This was the entrance miners used to get to the pit and it was at this entrance I 

would wait for my father and grandfather to finish work and walk with them to our 

home in Gun Hill.  

I have tried to obtain the names of all persons fatally injured at the colliery to in-

clude these names on a memorial but early records at the pit are scant and some 

fatalities were only recorded as industrial accidents with no names of casualties 

given. It would be disastrous to have a memorial listing names to later find some-

one had been omitted, so our memorial is to celebrate the life of the pit, its workers 

and also the 50th anniversary of its closure on 30th March 1968." 

The memorial will be sited at the junction of Colliers Way and Springhill. 
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Thank you to all parishioners for their input and questions, if anyone wishes to add 

further comments please contact our Clerk or any Councillor (see page 6) or come 

to a meeting and speak at the Open Forum on the first Thursday of each month.           

__________________________________________________________________

Arley Primary School 

 In the last Arley News, I mentioned all the activities we were looking forward to. I‟m 

glad to say they all went well. The Christmas plays were delightful and were much 

enjoyed by the children and their families. 

The Carol Concert was wonderful. The children sang their hearts out, and so did 

their parents. We were very fortunate to have the Midland Brass Ensemble join us 

to accompany the children with many of their carols. They made the evening feel 

very festive. It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening. I want to say a big thank you to 

the Brass Ensemble for giving up their evening, at this very busy time of year, to 

add that special something to our concert. I also want to thank all of the staff who 

helped to put this concert on, in particular Mr Riley and Mr Elmer. Without these 

dedicated people we would not have been able to put on such a wonderful concert. 

Our Christmas Fair was a huge success, thanks to the hard work of everyone       

involved and the generosity of our school community . There was a great             

atmosphere with all of the stalls busy. Father Christmas, of course, was very popu-

lar. It was lovely to see so many families there to join in with the celebrations. The 

money raised will go into the School Fund and will enable us to support planned 

activities for the children over the next year and buy books that will encourage all of 

our children to want to read in school and at home. 

During the Autumn Term we raised, through sponsored events and other charitable 

activities, over £2000. How fantastic is that? It is testament to the generosity and 

genuine desire amongst our community to help those less fortunate than ourselves.  

Earlier this term we had a theatre group come into school to perform the            

Pantomime Aladdin. The children and staff thoroughly enjoyed themselves. It was a 

lovely way to start the New Year.  

A couple of weeks ago the children took part in a Spelling Bee at Michael Drayton 

Junior School. We didn‟t come first, but it was very close. I was so proud of all the 

children. They were a credit to our school. Our team members were: -  

Luke Sedgewick, Seth Ward, Millie Straker, Lacey Park  and Shilamay Greenaway 

 

Continued on page 10 
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Owl and Woodpecker Class visited the Battle of Bosworth Museum as part of their 

project this term. It was a bitterly cold day, but everyone was sensible and came 

well wrapped up, as much of the museum is outside. They thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves, seeing where this famous battle took place, what sort of weapons were 

used and what else happened during the War of the Roses. One visitor to the     

museum took the trouble to speak to our guide and teachers to comment on how 

impressed he was with the behaviour of the children. He thought they were       

wonderful and were a credit to the school.  

A perfect end to a great day out! 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday Brunch at the Community Centre 

15th April and 11th May. Contact Pam for details 

                     07525670880 
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Once again I enjoyed David Hadley‟s poem „No Regrets‟ in the winter edition of   

Arley news. That prompted me to write about an incident involving my Dad, James 

Jackson, when he was tragically killed at Arley Colliery aged 29 years. 

  

My parents came to Arley in 1935 for my father to work down the mine 

They had 1 child who was 2 months old, it was November 5th and very cold. 

I was born in March 1937, through 6 foot snowdrifts. My Dad had to walk  

up to Ansley to find the midwife, there was no telephone to call. 

She jumped on her bike and sped on her way, and I was born at the end of the day. 

In December 1938 their 3rd. daughter was born, another child for them to adore. 

Mum was happy looking after us, she never got stressed or made a fuss. 

In 1940 they were blessed with a son, the family was complete & we had lots of 

fun. 

Sadly the happiness did not last  long, a day in Arley mine went tragically wrong. 

In 1941 there was a fall of coal and in our lives that left a big hole. 

Our Dad was crushed under that fall of coal, he was only 29 years old. 

We have no memories of our Dad, we weren‟t old enough to remember him 

but in the family his name remains as our dear brother was also called Jim (James) 

Our Mum was a wonderful lady, she brought us up with pride 

There was lots of sadness in her life which she always managed to hide.  

Today I am happy to say, we four siblings still survive, sadly 10 years ago Mum 

passed away, 

at the grand old age of 95. 

Joyce Foster (nee Jackson) 

Thank you David & the Arley News 
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Patron Her Majesty The Queen      

ARLEY ROYAL BRITISH  

LEGION BRANCH 

The Branch Standard Bearer Miss Lucy Stanley, 

whom many of you will know from the Remembrance Sunday Service, was        

representing Warwickshire and Birmingham County at the Regional Standard   

Bearer Competition held at Hatton Village Hall on the 24th February 2018. It was a 

close result and Lucy became runner up out of five counties, congratulations go out 

to her and thanks for all her hard work and dedication to duty. 

The total to date for the 2017 Poppy Appeal, which runs from 1st October until the 

30th September is £31,486.25, we will continue to collect throughout the year and 

hope the final total will be over £32,000. 

New members are always welcome, so come and join us, you do not have to have 

been in the Armed Forces. We meet on the first Sunday of the month, except  

August and November, at the Wagon Load of Lime at 11 am. 

For further information, please contact: 

Fred or Gill Guy     

Tel: 01676 542105 Email: gillyg17560@btinternet.com 
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On the 2nd of February the long awaited Strategic Leisure  

Review report undertaken by external consultants was         

released into the public domain.  

The recommendation from the report affecting Arley Sports Centre was that the 

Centre be “Asset Transferred” to a third party operator and if negotiations for 

that transfer were unsuccessful then the Centre should be closed.  

At the Executive Board meeting on the 12th February it was agreed that the       

Executives Board‟s proposal should be put to the full Borough Council meeting 

on the 21st February and, at this stage, to accept the first part of the                

recommendation that the Centre should be subject to an “asset transfer” and that 

negotiations with Elite Sports Development should start without delay.  

During the full Borough Council meeting valiant attempts were made by the        

opposition party to introduce an amendment for NWBC to continue running the 

Centre, where they demonstrated, based on information stated in the external    

consultants report, that the subsidy for each visit to the Centre was far lower than 

stated in the external report and less than other facilities and that the Borough 

Council had adequate funds to re-furbish the Centre and bring up to an             

acceptable standard for continued use. Because of their continued refusal to 

change the proposal they accused the ruling party of closing Arley Sport Centre 

for purely political reasons.  

Unfortunately when the vote was taken the controlling majority, which included 

two Councillors who are supposed to represent the people of Arley and Whitacre, 

voted in favour of the proposal from the Executive Board!  

No decision to actually close the Centre was taken at this time, this would require 

further discussions at a future Board meeting and Full Council approval should 

the negotiations with Elite fail.  

Please keep using the Centre if you can, the more we use it the 

better chance we have of retaining it. 
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YOUR HELP NEEDED! 

This photograph was submitted by one of the elder statesmen of the     

village and we need your help.  

What was the occasion, where was the photograph taken, what year, 

and do you know any of the people in the photograph? 

If can help please contact arleynews2016@hotmail.com  

Dear Arley News, 

We would like to take the opportunity to thank you for the article you included in the 

last edition of the Arley News in respect of the Nuneaton Christmas Meal. With the 

inclusion of the event in your publication the event was attended by 64 people and 

a good day was had by all. Once again thank you. 
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BIG LOCAL UPDATE – Spring 

2018 

The Leys Millionaires 

 
Chairman’s update - This year The Leys Millionaires will continue the 
work of trying to improve the situation in Arley and Ansley Village. 
 
As I write this piece the consultation questionnaires are being distributed 
to all households. The themes from the results will be collated and you 
are all invited to the open meetings in mid-March to see what people 
have said and prioritise their ideas. 
 
The report on the findings from the Transport Study has now been     
published on our web site. We are still looking to work with Stagecoach 
and WCC on a fare initiative project for the 17/18 bus route. Also if you 
have had problems obtaining a concessionary bus pass please get in 
touch. 
 
Unfortunately, our Lead Youth worker has left us before the end of his 
contract and this has caused us to re-jig our Youth Clubs slightly. 
 

Events for 2018. 
 
We will be supporting the regular events this year as follows 

Festival of Flight – Sunday 17th June 
Dog Show – Saturday 1st September 
Scarecrow Festival – Weekend 22/23rd September 
Lantern trail – Saturday 15th December 

The café at Ansley Village hall will re-start on Thursday February 22nd 
from 10:00am to 1:00pm on a weekly basis. 
 
We will be launching a series of Scalextric type slot car racing events in 
the villages soon. These will be open to all ages and skill levels and the 
driving experience will be better than anything you have tried before. 
 
We are always looking for ideas for events to bring the community        
together, let us know if you have any.  Trevor Tennant Chairman 
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Spring Hill  

Medical Centre 

01676540395 

 

Opening Times: Monday to Friday 8.30-12.30 and 13.30-18.30 

 
3 times a week the surgery is open later for patients who cannot attend at the 

above times. Pre-book by contacting the Centre. 

 Galley Common Medical Centre 

 Opening Times: Monday to Friday 8.30-11.30 and 13.30-16.30 

 Please contact the surgery by phone or by visiting the surgery.  

 www.springhillmedicalcentre.co.uk can be used to order repeat prescriptions or 
inform of any changes of address or phone. 

Citizens Advice Bureau 

 Spring Hill Medical Centre: Monday 9.30-12.30 

Galley Common Medical Centre: Monday 8.30-11.30 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Back Row: - Sid Whiston, Alan Smitham, Ralph Nicholson, Bill Parkes, Reg Morgan, Keith 

Jones, Ken Male.  

Centre Row: - Ginty Whitmore, Fred Draper, Ron Paget, Colin Gailton, Frank Jackson, Malcolm 

Bryant, Earl Riley. 

Front Row: - Derick Godfrey, Fred Raybould, Officer (unknown) Officer Barnes, (Unknown**) 

Dick Jenkins, Ron Davis.  

Like most towns and villages around at that time young people were encouraged to get involved 

with some type of forces links activities. 

Arley village was no different, as  the photograph above shows the local ATC squadron which 

was based at Herbert Fowler School.  

There is at least one well known person in the photograph, Reg Morgan who in later life became 

a local Councillor and had Morgan Close named after him. 

It is also believed that Malcolm Bryant, who was a excellent cross country runner and ran for 

Great Briton, is in the picture, but unfortunately we are unable to confirm this, so if any of our 

readers can help we‟d be grateful; also if anyone can throw and light on the unknown Officer or 

the unknown cadet** we would like to hear from you. 

The 1459 squadron remained as a single unit until 2016 when it was amalgamated with the 2504. 

The joining of the 2 squadrons ceremony took place on 9th February 2016 at Coventry Cathedral 

where the squadron was renumbered as 2371.                                                                              

The Arley News would like to thank Bill Parker for submitting the photograph. 

   



20 



21 

 



22 

Recently the Arley News was contacted by a number of local residents in respect of 
a couple of issues that came out of the COUNCIL MEETING held 12th February 
2018: reference the future of Arley Sport Centre based on the external consultants 
report into “Leisure and Community Development”. Below is the response to the 
email sent by the Arley News on February 22nd 2018 to all the North Warwickshire     
Borough Councillors political party leaders  

Dear Councillors 

1. Do you believe that even with all the inaccuracies and errors found in the 
document the £70k plus paid to the external consultants was value for  

money? 

2. Considering all the inaccuracies contained within the report, was the      
action to submit a proposal to accept and adopt the report the correct    

action, without scrutinising the report in greater detail?  

Below are the replies from the leaders of the political parties: 

Councillor Humphreys Leader of the Council (Conservative)  

Question 1. 

At the meeting of the Executive Board (not Full Council) held on 12 February,            

I acknowledged that the draft Strategic Leisure Review reports produced by the   

external consultants contained a number of inaccuracies and inconsistencies.  

Awareness of these issues has allowed Councillors to debate the outcomes and 

recommendations made by the consultants, whilst being mindful of the potential  

impacts on the local community and on local service provision. 

The Strategic Review of Leisure and Community Development included a            

requirement for the consultants to produce, amongst other things, draft Leisure   

Facilities, Green Space and Playing Pitch Strategies, as well as a Supplementary 

Planning Document. 

The Borough Council has not previously had a bespoke Leisure Facilities Strategy.  

The outcome of the work undertaken by the consultants will allow the authority to 

produce an accurate final Strategy that will provide a framework for a sustainable 

and improved service through to 2031 (to coincide with the period of the Local 

Plan). 

The authority‟s existing ten year Green Space Strategy concludes at the end of 

March 2018.  There was, therefore, a need for this work to be advanced and       

updated, in order to afford an opportunity to continue to improve open space      

provision, which is highly valued by the community.  

 

AN ANSWER TO YOUR QUESTION? 
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The Borough Council‟s Playing Pitch Strategy had to be revised to take account of 

changed Sport England methodologies. Had this work not been undertaken, there 

would be no prospect of external support for the required improvements to sports 

pitches, irrespective of whether or not the pitches are owned by the authority. 

Further, the Supplementary Planning Document will provide a policy context 

through which negotiations can be undertaken with developers in order to ensure 

that legitimate contributions are secured to support the provision of those related 

leisure services that are needed by the local community. 

I am in no doubt, therefore, that the work undertaken by the consultants will prove 

to be excellent value for money, as the Borough Council seeks to provide for the   

leisure needs of local residents through to 2031. 

Question 2 

As I commented above, Councillors were aware of the inaccuracies and               

inconsistencies contained in the draft reports produced by the external consultants 

and I can assure you that very detailed consideration was given to these reports, 

prior to the debate that you witnessed at the Executive Board meeting held on 12 

February. 

As you are aware, officers have been instructed to amend and finalise the Leisure 

Facilities Strategy, taking account of Councillors‟ consideration of the                    

recommendations made by the external consultants. Within this process of         

consideration, Members will have drawn conclusions about whether or not the      

inaccuracies to which you refer fundamentally affected the recommendations made 

by the consultants.  It is also worthy of note that, at the Full Council meeting held on 

21 February, members “noted” the work of the consultants and then adopted their 

own resolutions in respect of the Strategic Leisure Review process.  In each case, 

the final Strategies previously referred to will be produced by the Borough Council, 

not the consultants. 

Councillor Farrell (Labour) 

Question 1 

I don‟t agree that the money spent on this report was good value for money.        

The report contains a number of inaccuracies and because of this, I‟m not          

convinced its conclusions should be relied upon for such major policy decisions.  

Question 2 

In terms of adopting the report, I also don‟t agree with its adoption. Labour moved 

an amendment at the Executive Board where this was first considered to reject the 

report and instead meet with the consultants to discuss the many issues we have 

with said report.  
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Update on the 17 & 18 bus route from Big Local 

As some of you may have seen in the article in the last issue of Arley News there 

are likely to be changes to the 17 & 18 bus routes operated by Stagecoach in the 

near future.  As part of the transport study Big Local have recently had a meeting 

with the managing director of Stagecoach Midlands and Warwickshire County 

Council (WCC) about the future of the routes. We have been told that it is the     

decline in the number of off peak passengers on the routes over the last couple of 

years that is making the route uneconomic, this includes both concession pass 

holder and fare paying passengers. 

We are currently exploring the feasibility of a short term project between Big Local, 

Stagecoach and WCC to improve passenger numbers, subject to the approval of 

Local Trust who fund the Big Local project. We cannot confirm any details as yet, 

but when more details are available they will be published on our web page and 

the Arley News. 

Background to the Transport Study   

When we did our original Big Local consultation some people had concerns that 

could broadly be described as transport related. As part of our Plan for the first two 

years of the project we said that we would conduct a Transport Study to get some 

more detailed information on how people get about in their daily lives.  

We have  chosen a company called Tiller Research to do the work for us. Part of 

this study is a questionnaire that we would like as many residents as possible to 

complete so that we can get an up to date picture of transport related issues in our 

villages.  

As well as the questionnaire meetings are planned with local transport providers 

and other interested parties to get their views on transport in our area. When all the  

information has been collated we will publish a report of the findings on our web 

site, together with any potential ideas for improvements.. 
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THE BARN, OLD ARLEY 

 
 

A comfortable, cosy and peaceful space with beautiful views for up to 40 people 

Fully equipped and with ample parking 

Available to hire – for further details please contact 01676 541916 
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Arley WI organised the area group meeting for 
2017.  

We decided to book Carl Ryder an Elvis tribute 
act for Friday, 1st December. The evening was 
very successful, 70 ladies enjoyed the             
entertainment and dancing and a ploughman‟s 
supper was included.  

The group WI yearly cup competition tasked each of the WI‟s to make three items: 

1) a chocolate Yule log, 

2) a Christmas card  

3) an orange wrapped as a present.  

The competition cup was won by Arley WI, second was Kingsbury and third          
Fillongley. 

 

The following Tuesday, Arley WI held their annual Christmas meeting with a bring 
and share supper. Our entertainment was Karaoke, however only two of the ladies 
were brave enough to use the mike but all enjoyed joining in with a sing-a-long. 

 

February gave us the highlight of this year so far, John Parnell with his hula-hoops. 
Three new ladies joined us, really enjoyed themselves and said they would be 
coming again. 

 

The next Arley WI meetings to be held at the Barn in the grounds of St Wilfred‟s 
Church in Old Arley are as follows: 

 

Tuesday, 3rd April – Graces Rest Animals 

Tuesday, 1st May – Resolution meeting 

Tuesday, 5th June – Hotchpotch Crafts 

 

For more information, please: - 

email arleywi@gmail.com, or  

Contact Linda on 0779 157 6511 or just come along to one of our meetings where 
a warm welcome awaits you. 

The Arley News would like to congratulate Arley WI  for winning 

the WI Cup Competition 

mailto:arleywi@gmail.com
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 Give us a song Steve by David Hadley 
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Waiting for the train to take us to the face 

There was always something going on that   
livened up the place 

Sitting on the benches it wouldn't take too 
long 

For the shout to go up ''come on Stevie give 
us a song'' 

Stevie West would jump up and belt out all the 
greats 

With a shovel for his guitar we would fall 
about the place 

You see Stevie couldn't sing a note but he just 
didn't care 

And I swear up to this very day that no way 
was he all there 

At snap time sometimes we'd sit there and 
turn off our lights 

Listening to the squeaking and scrabbling of 
mice 

Tucking trouser legs into your socks to stop 
them running up your legs 

Some of them so brazen they almost sit up in 
front of you and beg 

One night shift I recall the belts had been 
stood down 

So us lads from down the Coal Gate Rip 
thought the time had come around 

The guys down on the Tail Gate Rip had been 
giving us some grief 

The time had come for our revenge and you 
know revenge is sweet 

Turning off our lights, sneaking down the face 

Like an Indian raiding party, coal dust taking 
war paints place 

Budgie, Brindledog and Wolfie,Walter, Brum-
mie and me 

Creeping down that coal face oh so quietly 

We climbed up on the A-Frame and caught 
them by surprise 

We blinded them by shining our lights into 
their eyes 

Fists were flying everywhere steel toe caps 
barked on shins 

Dust was choking everyone then we hear a 
blood curdling scream 

The fighting stopped we all turned round and 
what did we all see 

Walter hopping and squealing with Reggie's 
teeth chomping on his ear 

We were all laughing so hard that tears filled 
our eyes 

It was little things like these that made the 
shifts fly by 

At the end of the shift men would jump out 
from the train 

Like a stampede of Wildebeest they would 
charge for the cage 

In a race to be first in line they would jostle 
and they'd shove 

And all they'd leave in their wake a bloody big 
cloud of dust 

If you got there too early a game of cat and 
mouse would then ensue 

Running and hiding between the air doors 
with Boss Hogg in hot pursuit 

But if you had an early note you could stroll 
on past them all 

Risking a soaking from water bottles, jeers 
and abusive catcalls 

As soon as we were up top we would rush off 
for a fag 

Nine hours stuck down undergrounds an age 
to wait for a drag 

Stripped off in the showers you would have to 
hedge your bets 

Asking someone to wash your back hoping 
they wouldn't p**s up your leg 

I know that sounds disgusting now but to us 
it...well..... just was 

A source of entertainment, one of the few 
more mentionable ones 

Then out of the showers and into the pit     
canteen 

My favourite lady in there was my mate Andy 
Shale‟s Mum Doreen 

Always ready with a cuppa, breakfast and our 
fags 

Sharing crude jokes with the best of them    
always ready for a laugh. 
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Fillongley Cricket Club  

 Fillongley Cricket Club invite juniors of all ages and 

 seniors to our winter cricket practices at  

 Jubilee Centre, Greenmore Road, Nuneaton  

 Juniors 

 Tuesdays 7:30 until 9pm 

 Start  6th February until 27th March 

 Seniors 

 Sundays 5:30 until 7:00pm 

 Start 14th January until 1st April 

  

Current or new players of all abilities are all very welcome. We particularly welcome Arley        

children who took part in our Chance to Shine sessions at Arley School.  

We will be back again this Summer! 

 

 Contact Stephen Gardner 01676541921 or email sgardner@pictureorignals.co.uk 

  

 Interested in WOMENS softball cricket? 

  

 We introduced a Women's Team in 2017 The games involved cake, prosecco and fun - oh - and  

some cricket!  

 

 No previous experience is needed, just an appetite to enjoy yourself. 

Call Sandra Gardner on 01676541921 to get involved. 

The Secretary of State has varied the timetable for his decision 

and announced it will be issued on or before 21 March 2018.  

We depend upon him to uphold our councils refusal of the           

application for   industrial development in the green belt and      

uphold promises given to our community by confirming the        

enforceability  of the restoration obligation . 
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Keresley Rugby Club  

needs Mini and Junior Players 

Are you aged from 5 years? 

Would you like to play rugby for a local team?   

We are looking for girls and boys to play for our club in tag rugby, contact rugby 

and a girls only tag rugby league. 

We have a very active social side to the club with several events throughout the 

year, such as Halloween party, fireworks, Christmas party, pantomime, beach 

training, fun day and theme parks etc. 

We train every Sunday morning from 10.30 until Noon and need new players for 

all our teams. No previous experience in playing rugby is required, all our coaches 

are level 1 trained as a minimum and we‟d love you to get involved. 

Please come along and have a free trial and give rugby a go. We are a family 

friendly club and welcome all abilities. Find us in Burrow Hill Lane, Keresley  CV7 

8BE. For more information please contact Sandra Piper 07961841489. 
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(02476 392376) 
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The organiser of “CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT” contacted the 

Arley News to thank them for the inclusion of the event in the 

Winter edition of the Arley News. The attendance clearly 

proved that advertising events certainly works. 
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Hello from the Container Gardener 

Well I hope it has gone well since my last article and some of us are still able to   

supply  home grow produce to the kitchen. If you have some vegetables in store 

one thing to remember is, from time to time check that they are not damaged, as 

rotting items could affect the rest of the stock. At this time of the year there is very 

little to be done outside, but those jobs that can be done are  important to ensure 

your start to the growing season gives you a bumper crop. By the start of March 

you should have all your containers cleaned, and ensure any area of the garden 

you are planning to use is weed free and clear. If the weather allows it give it a dig,           

exposing big clods of soil which will to be broken down by the frost; if there are any 

over wintering bugs about it gives the birds a alterative winter diet. While the frosts 

are still about I “keep off the grass”, walking on frosty grass causes a tremendous 

load of damage, failing to do this will mean that you will spend a lot of time putting 

damaged areas into good order.  

In respect of fruit you are, or might be thinking of, growing, container grown apple 

and pear trees, can be pruned now, but leave the pruning of container grown plum, 

cherry and apricots until later in the summer. If you are thinking of growing          

raspberries now‟s the time to plant the canes. Also start chitting early potatoes; the 

early variety I will be growing this year is “Red Duke of York”. I will be growing 3    

tubers in each of my plastic grow bags, making sure that when I plant them out I 

cover the bag to ensure it doesn‟t get waterlogged and too cold. 

For those of us that have a greenhouse or sow seeds under glass, one thing I 

learnt from my late father is not to sow seed too early. Yes, they will grow put they 

tend to be leggy and unhealthy due to the low light available now.  

At this time of the year I get a lot of enjoyment of looking through the seed          

catalogues (sad person, I need to get out more!) looking for the new varieties of 

plants that can be grown in containers. If you have any spare ground decide what  

you will need to plant, based on the location and weather conditions the area will 

experience. 

So long for now, looking forward to warm and sunnier weather. 
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