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Welcome to the SUMMER 2018 edition of Arley
News!
If you have items you‟d like to submit for inclusion in the Arley News we can be
contacted at: arleynews2016@hotmail.com or, if you do not have a computer,
paper copies can be dropped into the letterbox located in the Arley Community
Centre marked “Arley News”. For all telephone communication other than
adverts please contact Audrey Brown below who is the main liaison point for the
Arley News team.
Contacts:
John Male

Editor – arleynews2016@hotmail.com

Audrey Brown Secretary - Tel. 01676 541026
Patti Baker

Treasurer – pattijbaker@hotmail.com

John Birch

Advertising – birchjohn@yahoo.co.uk

Articles for inclusion in the Autumn Edition of Arley News (distributed early
Sept.) to be received no later than 15th August 2018
Please Note: The comments expressed in this magazine are those of the
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editorial team
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From the Editor:
I‟m glad to hear that the Arley News is not only seen and read by local residents
but is gaining a global audience. The publication is being read by ex-pats in
Australia, America and South Africa, the majority being people and their families
who lived in the area at one time. I think they, like the majority of current residents,
like to know how things are in their old abode. At the moment there is a great deal
of interest in the situation surrounding the futures of the Arley Sport Centre and
Daw Mill,, which are coved in this edition in some detail. It was also nice to get to
cover the unveiling of the memorial to the closure of the Arley Mine and in memory
of the workers at the mine.

Join the Arley News Team!
We hope you‟ve noticed that we‟re developing the Arley News, adding colour and
photographs and trying to cover anything interesting that happens in Arley.
Now we find we‟ve got to the point where we need more people to produce each
edition. The editorial team is so small that losing someone would put the magazine
at risk; we really need to train more people to take part in producing the Arley
News so that we can ensure that its future is secure,
We‟ve got an editor, someone who puts everything together and liaises with our
Printer, and a bookkeeper.
There‟s also someone who organises distribution, and, of course, our distributers
who post the magazine through your door.
We‟re looking for people to write for the Arley News, take pictures, learn the
graphics skills to assemble the magazine, do the accounts and invoices
and organise the volunteers who deliver it.
If you are interested we are happy to show you what we do, and to offer training
if you need it. Why not get in touch with us for a chat about how you might help?
Talk to Patti Baker 07806 702441 or John Birch 07443461292, or email
birchjohn@yahoo.co.uk
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ARLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Chair

Councillor Gary Green

07788568844

Vice Chairs Councillor Martin Langley 07989438686
Councillor Eric Fellows

01676542697

Councillor Gill Guy

01676542105

Councillor Trevor Tennant 01676541641
Councillor Paul Erhahieman 07446961269
Councillor Nigel Turley

01676541543

Councillor Gail Williams

01676541580

Clerk to the Parish Council
Mr Gerry Brough

01676 542563

gerrybrough@gmail.com

Arley Parish Council meets on the first Thursday of every month at 7:15pm
at Rowlands Court and the minutes of the meetings are posted in the notice boards in New & Old Arley.
The first item on the agenda is always the Open Forum where Parishioners
are invited to speak on any subject for a limited time. If you have an issue
you wish to raise you are welcome to attend any of the APC meetings.
North Warwickshire Borough Council Members for Arley & Whitacre area.
Councillor Colin Hayfield

0796 6307438

Councillor Mark Simpson

01676 541894

Councillor Jodie Gosling

01676 540397

________________________________________________________________
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MARCUS JONES MP
YOUR MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT FOR
NUNEATON
As your Member of Parliament I try to be as accessible as possible.
I hold regular advice surgeries that are an ideal opportunity to discuss with me any
issues or concerns you have, that you feel I may be able to help with.
They are open to all constituents however, these are by appointment only due to
the number of people who attend.
To book an appointment, please call the constituency office on 024 7634 8482 or
email marcus.jones.mp@parliament.uk.
You will need to provide your full name, full address with postcode and contact
telephone number.
Surgeries are held regularly throughout the constituency on a Friday evening.
The venues alternate between Nuneaton, Arley and Hartshill. On booking your
appointment, we will try to ensure that your appointment is at a venue closest to
your home.
Marcus deals with Housing, Benefits, CSA, Immigration and Tax issues on a daily
basis. Therefore, if your case is urgent, please contact him by email or telephone.
He may be able to assist you without needing to book an appointment at a
surgery.
Email: marcus.jones.mp@parliament.uk
Write to: Marcus Jones MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA.
Tel: 024 7634 8482
IMPORTANT: -When contacting Marcus you must supply your full address
and postcode so we can ensure you are a Nuneaton constituent.
Parliamentary protocol prohibits Marcus from acting for constituents who are
represented by another MP and delaying receipt of this information could
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Update from the Parish Council
(This article is an abridged version of the last general meeting of the parish council)
As always as a council we have supported projects around the villages to improve or
maintain local facilities where it has been financially viable, we continue to care and
maintain the villages within the constraints of our budget.
Some of our investments this year are the War Memorial bench and the Arley Colliery
memorial stone and the Hill Top recreation area. All have received positive comments.
We would like again to acknowledge the important role of the Arley News and Website
in assisting us in getting the Arley message around our villages, especially the
dedicated delivery team.
It was a proud moment to see our Neighbourhood Plan quoted at the planning inquiry
for Daw Mill. Now we have been informed that Harworth Estates have made
application to the High Court to quash the decision of the planning inspector and Secretary of State; we must continue to support those who are fighting this .
It was disappointing to see the Borough Council decision on the Sports Centre. I hope
we can find a way of keeping this important asset in the parish and support KASCO in
their negotiations .
Our councillors have continued to perform outside the meeting, playground inspections, monitoring the environment, repairs, data protection, liaising with the authorities,
creating the information enabling us to control budgetary requirements.
The areas that parishioners continue to raise most concern about are noise pollution,
litter, speeding and parking on grass verges, although they are not directly under our
control we do support and try to ensure these issues are raised with the correct
authority; we are currently in process of trying to establish a speed watch team.
Our thanks go out to Big Local and parishioners who support the litter pick days and
the continual battle to keep our villages clean . We have invested in more dog and
litter bins to support this activity but it seems not to be making any difference.
There has been an increase in parishioners attending meetings and raising concerns
or support to the council again thank you to you all.
This year I would like to mention Pat and Vera who after sixty one years of combined
service to the council have decided to retire, their local knowledge and support has
been invaluable to the council .
We look forward to meeting our parishioners at the Festival of Flight where we will be
having a „meet the council‟ table to increase our visibility.
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Arley Primary School
We are in the final term of the academic year. Year 6 pupils are about to start SATs
week. We all wish them the best of luck and are sure they will do themselves and the
school very proud!
Lots of things have been and will be going on this term. Here are a few…..
We recently enjoyed a British Values Week in school. We had a Red, White and Blue
day that ended with a school disco, which was great fun. Later in the week we held our
own version of The Great British Bake-Off. There was a category for parents and
separate ones for each year group. The cakes were amazing! Everyone was different.
We certainly have some very talented parents and children. We then sold the cakes
to raise money for the School Fund. I have to say that the cakes tasted every bit as
good as they looked. A big thank you to all who took part.
Jelly Beans Nursery has settled in well and is going from strength to strength. As a
school we are now able to offer wrap around care from 8am to 6pm, with Allsorts Club
providing before and after school care. We still have places in our Nursery and
Reception classes, so if you haven‟t decided on your child‟s school yet, do come and
have a look around. I know you will like us.
Judging by the lovely sun tans everyone made the most of the Bank Holiday, which
unusually, was absolutely gorgeous.
On the Friday before the Royal Wedding, our wonderful ladies in the school kitchen,
are arranging a celebratory lunch for the children. There will be flags and bunting
galore. After lunch he children will have ice creams and cakes. It should be fun. Fingers crossed for good weather.
At the end of May we are holding a Bed and Bear Day in support of Zoe‟s Place. Zoë's
Place is a local independent registered charity providing palliative, respite and end of
life care to babies and infants aged from birth to 5 years suffering from life-limiting or
life-threatening conditions. A truly worthy cause.
After Half Term, many children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will going on a residential visit to
Dunfield House, on the Welsh Borders. They are really looking forward to this.
Still to come are Sports Day, the Year 6 Performance and our celebrations for Year 6
leavers. We will be having a Parents Open Afternoon in July and Afternoon Tea for
children and parents. You may have detected a strong “cake “ theme in this article. It
is a great British tradition after all.
I want to end by saying a big thank you to the staff and governors of the school for
their dedication and hard work during the past year; to parents for their ongoing support and understanding; and most importantly of all, the children who are a credit to
their families and to our school. I wish you all a happy and, hopefully, sunny Summer.
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AVERY EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
For residents of Arley
NOTICE OF GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR 2018
The Trustees of Avery Educational Foundation are able to make grants to young
persons, who in the opinion of the Trustees, are in need of financial assistance in
connection with their education (including their social and physical training and
welfare)
The Trustees usually meet in November to consider applications for grants and
any person wishing to make an application should complete a form available from:
FAO. Mr. Mathew Jones, (Avery Trust), Cocks Lloyd Solicitors, Riversley House,
Coton Road, Nuneaton. Warks. CV11 5TX 02476 641642.
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Applications for October 2018
St Wilfrid‟s & St Michael‟s

Holmes Educational Foundation
Trustees of the above Foundation meet once per year (November) to consider
grants to be made towards further education - Students can apply for application
forms if they are attending for example:
6th Form College
Universities
Higher Education
Up to the age of 25 years old.
All applicants must be resident in Arley Parish.
Applications to be received back by Saturday October 20th 2018 – please
write to:
Mrs.R.F.Asbury. „Carlyon‟, 15 Woodside, Old Arley, Coventry. CV7 8GH
Enclosing a stamped addressed envelope for return of form.
Or request an application by e-mail. keithasburydofe@hotmail.co.uk
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Patron Her Majesty The Queen

ARLEY ROYAL BRITISH
LEGION BRANCH
Come along and say „hello‟ to us at the Festival of Flight on the 17th June at Hill Top
Football Fields. The Branch will be having a stall where you can purchase
merchandise and some of our members will be on hand to talk to you about what
we, The Legion, do to help the Armed Forces Community.
The total to date for the 2017 Poppy Appeal, which runs from 1 st October until the
30th September is £31,486.25, we will continue to collect throughout the year and
hope the final total will be over £32,000.
New members are always welcome, so come and join us, you do not have to have
been in the Armed Forces. We meet on the first Sunday of the month, except
August and November, at the Wagon Load of Lime at 11 am.
For further information, please contact:
Fred or Gill Guy
Tel: 01676 542105 Email: gillyg17560@btinternet.com
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As stated in the Spring edition of the Arley News the North
Warwickshire Borough Executive Board made the decision in
February 2018 to actively pursue discussion with an external
company named Elite Sports Development with the view of
agreeing the transfer of Assets of Arley Sport Centre.
This meeting has taken place and the outcome of the meeting was that both parties had agreed in principle of the transfer of asset for the sum of £1.00 and the
agreement should be referred to the NWBC Resources Committee which was
held on the 21st May 2018. Needless to say the Resources Committee agreed
to recommend the asset transfer of Arley Sport Centre for £1.00 to the next full
Council meeting.
The members of KASCO are extremely disappointed that the NWBC Resource
Board feels that the value of the Arley Sport Centre is only £1.00 and for the
Borough Council to suggest that the centre is surplus to requirements must be
questionable when in the NWBC Leisure Facilities Strategy Report dated
October 2017 (point 2.39 of the report) states:
Particular health needs are evident in Arley and Whitacre. The Ward is ranked
the worst in the following indicators.


General health of the population.



The percentage of obese year six children.



Deaths from all cancers (people under 75 year of age)



Incidence of all cancers is also high, as is obesity in reception-age children

Plus the fact that there are 40,000 people visit and use the facility per year.
It will be interesting to see if the recent fire at the Centre will affect the £1.00 sale.
Please keep using the Centre if you can, the more we use it the better chance
we have of retaining it.
From the KASCO team
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Memories of Chapel life at
Arley Methodist Chapel in the 1960‟s & 70‟o
Part 8 – Chapel Outings
Continuing with my series, in this edition I would like to share memories of some of
the wonderful days out we had, thanks to our Chapel.
As Mr and Mrs Lea lived at Hoar Park Farm long before it became the hive of
activity as the craft centre it is today, we spent many happy memories there.
I recall being collected from Chapel and driven by tractor and trailer for a fun day
out at the farm – the ride on a trailer being the highlight. Whilst there we played
games in the garden on the lovely lawn at the front of the farm and were well
looked after, also being fed and watered.
I do remember helping with the haymaking on one occasion – mm, I‟m not sure
about „helping‟ – probably more like hindering! We manoeuvred the bales of hay to
where Mr Lea or Jonathan wanted them putting and I believe we may have also
had a turn loading the hay bales onto the trailer.
We must have returned home absolutely filthy and exhausted, but Mum and Dad
didn‟t mind, they liked to see us happy. With all that fun, fresh air and exercise you
couldn‟t beat it!
Each year Mr and Mrs Lea held a summer garden party and I was privileged to be
invited to help out – I remember carrying drinks and cake across the lawn to guests
at the party. I must have been between 9 – 12 years of age at the time. Sadly my
memory is limited regarding these days - where‟s my Sister Julie when I need her?
She remembers more than I do!
One night we had the biggest adventure – we slept overnight in the barn! I‟m not
sure, but it may have been for something to do with Guides
A little further away from home, we had our annual Chapel outing – which was
always one of two places – Drayton Manor Park or Wicksteed park, my favourite
being Drayton Manor as there was much more to do there.
One year I was poorly and couldn‟t go on the Chapel outing, I was gutted as I‟d
been looking forward to it. I was very upset and felt like a right nana (that‟s pronounced narna not nanna!), because having measles I had to wear sunglasses
indoors. They Itched real bad and I did feel sorry for myself.
Drayton Manor I believe still has some features that haven‟t changed during the
many years that have passed – such as the Cable Car and the Swan ride on the
lake. It‟s been so long since I last went. Anyone want to organise an Arley day trip
to Drayton Manor for old times sake? Haha!
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BIG LOCAL UPDATE – Summer 2018
The Leys Millionaires
Big Local Festival of Flight Sunday June 17th
Venue: - Hill Top Football Field starting at 1pm.

This year is our 4th annual event and should be better than ever. We are planning
more attractions for the people of Arley, Ansley and our local area.
This year after a great deal of experiment we have constructed two brand new
training control line model aircraft. They are very simple to fly even by youngsters
who have never even seen a model, let alone flown one. Nothing is totally
unbreakable but these models are designed to resist damage owing to the ground
getting in the way!
A new feature of the model flying this year is that we are going to have a
competition.
All the expert flyers will be required to fly a series of manoeuvres that the National
Model Flying Association require to complete their pre 1957 Stunt schedule.
Each flyer will be judged by a National qualified individual.
You will be able to compare each flyer‟s attempt at this very challenging event.
Once again if you have a kite please bring it along. We will have a separate area
where you can show us your skills.
Please note quad copters, drones and any radio control models are not
allowed to be flown on the site.
We will be many stands showing the very best of local organisations.
We have arranged for some bouncy castles as these were very popular last year.
and there will also be range of refreshments from local traders.
Last year we had a great turn out, let‟s make it even better this year, you will be
most welcome.
Please help out if asked to answer a few questions on what you would like Big Local to do for your village.
This year‟s Scarecrow Festival is 22/23rd September – remember the date and let
us know if you have a good idea for a theme!
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Spring Hill
Medical Centre
01676540395
Opening Times: Monday to Friday 8.30-12.30 and 13.30-18.30
3 times a week the surgery is open later for patients who cannot attend at the
above times. Pre-book by contacting the Centre.

Galley Common Medical Centre
Opening Times: Monday to Friday 8.30-11.30 and 13.30-16.30
Please contact the surgery by phone or by visiting the surgery.
www.springhillmedicalcentre.co.uk can be used to order repeat prescriptions or
inform of any changes of address or phone.

18

IN MEMORY OF THE WORKERS

For those of us who have turned into Colliers Way will now be aware of the
memorial plaque located on the corner, the plaque as been funded and presented
to the community by the Arley Parish Council to commemorate the memory of all
the miners and workers that worked at Arley Colliery which closed on the 30th of
March 1968 fifty years ago.
As Chair on the Parish Council Councillor Green opened the proceedings by
welcoming everyone in attendance and stated that like everyone who had moved
into the area after 1968 he never saw the mine in operation, but over the years he
had lived in Arley he had heard many tales from local residents, some in the group
attending here today.
Councillor Green then gave a brief history of Arley mine by saying that, In 1901 an
ambitious young mining engineer, Edward 'Teddy' Knox, sank an exploratory shaft
in the hope of finding coal. After almost a year no coal had been discovered at 320
yards below the surface, it was suggested that work halt.
Knox, however, persuaded his co-financier, George Herbert Fowler, to allow
exploration to move sideways and coal was quickly discovered. The original shafts
had been sunk, it was found, into the geological remains of a two-hundred-yardwide river bed passing through the coal deposits.
The pit started on the 1st January 1902, the first bricks were delivered in March
and the first coal was extracted eighteen months after the initial exploratory activity,
As production increased the colliery expanded and with this the population within
the parish increased. This led to a need for new housing in the area. Between 1920
and 1955 six hundred houses were built on land which had been the Fir Tree Farm,
this became New Arley.
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At its height in 1939-1960 over 1000 men were employed. At around this time other
collieries were developing, and mining became the source of work and influence on
the culture of the area.
In 1968 the mine was considered no longer economically viable by the NCB,, led
by Lord Robens Chairman of the National Coal Board, due to its relatively high
costs and despite the cited fact that one hundred years of coal remained beneath.
On 30th March 1968 production ended after sixty-six years at Arley Colliery which
was first known as The Arley Colliery Company Limited and then as a part of the
National Coal Board.
Councillor Green then finished by thanking everyone for attending and gave special
thanks to Councillor Martin Langley for his efforts in creating this memorial in
memory of all the miners and workers and those who lost their lives in the colliery
Right: - Councillor Martin Langley. who
unveiled the memorial plaque

Above :- Owen Stains, Joyce Foster (nee
Jackson) & John Bladon. All worked at Arley
Colliery.
Right: - Members of the Parish Council.

We hope that people when passing will remember the miners
who lost their lives down the mine and all the Arley Colliery
workers that are no longer with us.
20
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DAWMILL UPDATE
STATEMENT FROM LAWRAG.
It is very disappointing that Harworth Estates are so desperate to avoid their
restoration obligations to our community that they are challenging the
decision taken by the Planning Inspectorate and the Secretary of State .
They are seeking a judicial review.
The judicial review process requires the high court to rule on whether the
planning inspector and the Secretary of State made an error on a point of law.
Firstly there is a “permission stage” whereby a judge will review the papers
and decide whether the claim is arguable or not.
We hope the judge will find it is not arguable but are advised that would be
unusual. If they are successful at this stage there will be a formal court
hearing before a judge .
Simplistically Harworth‟s barrister is claiming that the mineral planning
authority made a clerical error over twenty years ago when imposing the
restoration obligation required by environmental statute.
As they are not able to seek a judicial review of such historic legislation we
are of the view that they have sought to contrive a method.
For the first time, at the appeal against planning refusal, they claimed the
restoration obligation was a nullity and requested a ruling from the planning
inspector .
As you are aware, she ruled that the restoration obligation is not a nullity and
this decision was upheld by the Secretary of State.
They are therefore using this as the opportunity to challenge the restoration
by seeking a judicial review of her decision.
This is despite using the restoration obligation to negotiate a purchase of the
site from the Crown for £5000 and confirming the restoration obligation as
valid in their planning application .
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Its existence was not one of the grounds for refusal given by the planning
authority and it is therefore not relevant to the inspectors decision to uphold
the refusal
The actions of this company continues to cost the public purse vast sums of
money and prolong the ongoing environmental pollution.
They hope to make an ass of the law.
The good news is that this time they are taking on the state and when they
lose will pick up the costs of the court and the costs to the Treasury.
The Treasury has appointed a barrister and for the convenience of our
community we have requested that the court action is transferred from
London to Birmingham so we can all witness their barrister put to the sword.

ARLEY COLLIERY WAGES DEPARTMENT 1953

The young lady in the middle is Joyce Foster, who left Herbert Fowler school in
1952 & started work at Arley Colliery in the wages department. Wallace Jacques
was the pit manager at that time and after 3 years the wages staff were transferred
to Haunchwood Colliery where they did the wages for 13 collieries. After 2 years
she moved on to the coal board headquarters at Lindley Lodge to work in the
Purchasing & Sales department, she married in 1957 & left Lindley Lodge in 1960
to have her first child.
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To turn two hours into thirty eight years-a poem by David Hadley
I went for a walk with my daughter today
She wanted to see the places as a kid I had played
As we walked the old pathways the years slipped away
It seemed like only yesterday I was here with my mates
We walked up by Sycamore where we'd played on the green
And I told her of how we rode bikes our down by the valley
Up on the field and then through the woods, hearing voices, no they are just ghosts
We walked over the road and on a tad more to where Ienjoyed playing the most
We stood there together aside Ansley banks
Looking out over Oakridge Golf Course
When I closed my eyes I could almost go back
And see it as at was all those years before
The Clubhouse-the farm, by the twelfth green-the barn
Where we sheltered if it started to rain
The farm track is still there which we ran up to stare
Every time that we heard a train
I looked over the fields and the changes I see
It's so different from when I was a child
Looking down to the train tracks and the banks all around
Our old pathways have all grown over, gone wild
The steps our feet made worn in the hillsides
Have all gone, bushes and trees now hold sway
But here in my mind through the deep fogs of time
I see them just as they were back in the day
We'd sit here some days just watching the trains
Passing by as they went on their way
And sad as it seems I remember their names
Rat Cabs, Brushes, Boeys, Peakes A1A'
These may sound Greek I know to those who don't know
25

But I'm sure Dezzy, Mick, Mickle and others remember them well
Just like the times we used cardboard as slides
Down the grass banks laughing and screaming like hell
Or filling the time walking the lines
Through the tunnel so cold and dark
Running away when we heard a train
Deadly now but then only a lark
But those warm carefree days have now passed in the haze
That is time, which relentlessly moves on
And it's so hard to accept it seems just as we slept
Childhood slipped away and is forever gone
No more innocent days lost playing our games
Nostalgia can be oh so cruel
I still long for those days and the friends that I made
But time renders us silly old fools
I look down to the tracks and it just takes me back
To when I stood here so many years ago
When dusk turned to darkness and the green signal light
Filled the air with its mystical glow
When the banks became quiet and that green signal light
Said it's time for you to go home
So, we come back to today and as we go home I say
To Jess, how long have we been out here?
She says ''it's not been two hours'' but time has the power
To turn two hours into thirty eight years
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Arley Women’s Institute
We had our usual March anniversary party, but unusually we had a lovely young
man talk us through hedge laying.
It was his first talk in front of an audience about his craft and he was clearly
nervous, however we soon put him at ease.
It was interesting to discover each region has a different way of laying hedges.
Unfortunately our speaker for April cancelled due to ill health, thankfully one of our
WI members stepped in and gave us a very interesting talk,, starting with a bit of
1920‟s history when her mother was in the WI, and continuing with her life in the
WI.
In May, by discussion and voting we arrived at the WI resolution to be carried to the
annual meeting in Cardiff. The rest of the evening was spent socially with drinks,
nibbles and lots of chatter.
The next Arley WI meetings to be held at the Barn in the grounds of St Wilfred‟s
Church in Old Arley are as follows:
Tuesday, 5th June – Hotchpotch Crafts
Tuesday, 5th July – Flower Arranging
Tuesday, 7th August – No Meeting
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LOCAL WRITER COMES GOOD
Arley resident Marilyn Pemberton celebrates the
recent publication of her debut novel, The Jewel
Garden, a fictional account of real-life character Mary
De Morgan (1850 - 1907), a writer of fairy tales.
Marilyn began the book four years ago when she
started going to a writing group in Nuneaton, run by
Ann Evans. Marilyn says, “Ann‟s support and
encouragement were invaluable and she just wouldn‟t let me give up, which was very tempting at times.”
Marilyn started sending her manuscript to literary
agents and publishers in July 2017, always with the
same response, “I‟m afraid this isn‟t right for our list, so I‟m going to pass, but wish
you the best of luck with your writing.”
Marilyn admits that with every rejection a little bit of her aspirations died. It was on
January1st 2018 that Marilyn received an e-mail from Mike Linane of Williams &
Whiting Publishing, who said he loved the book and would be happy to publish it.
He suggested that others had rejected the book because it does not fit into a
single, popular genre; it is historical “faction”, an unconventional love story between
two women and a travelogue all rolled into one. Marilyn is particularly thrilled that
Mike agreed to the cover, which was painted by a local artist friend of hers, Linda
Claridge-Middup.
The 104,000 word novel tells of fictional character twenty year-old Hannah Russell,
who meets and becomes a life-long friend of Mary De Morgan. It is written in the
first person and tells of Hannah‟s physical, emotional and artistic journey from the
back streets of the East End, to the noisy souks and barren deserts of Egypt; from
the labyrinthine canals of Venice to the lonely corridors of Russell Hall in Kent.
Marilyn herself has always worked in I.T. but at the age of 40 she decided she
wanted to exercise the creative side of her brain and so attended Warwick
University as a mature, part-time student.
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Over a 17-year period she gained a BA, MA and PhD. During her research Marilyn
“discovered” Mary De Morgan and became somewhat obsessed with the feisty,
never-married female and wrote her biography (Out of the Shadows: The Life and
Works of Mary De Morgan). Despite her intensive research there were still many
gaps in her knowledge, so she decided to write a fictional novel based on
De Morgan‟s life - the result being “The Jewel Garden”.
Marilyn says, “In this day and age a writer has to do a lot of the marketing herself,
so I am having to join the world of social media and I will be planning local book
launches and signings wherever anyone shows an interest.”
Marilyn is busily working on another historical novel, this time set in eighteenthcentury Italy at a time when the ends of a beautiful singing voice was justified by
the means of castration.
The Jewel Garden is published by Williams & Whiting and is available to buy now
as an e-book and paperback
For further information please e-mail marilyn.pemberton@yahoo.co.uk
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RETIRED FIRST CLASS BUILDER
SEEKS SMALL LOCAL WORK
BUILDING REPAIRS/GARDENING/DECORATING
Need a small job doing but haven‟t got the time to do it ?
then call Kris on 07825 370249

Fillongley Cricket Club
Fillongley Cricket Club invite juniors of all ages and
seniors to our winter cricket practices at
Jubilee Centre, Greenmore Road, Nuneaton
Current or new players of all abilities are all very welcome. We particularly welcome
Arley children who took part in our Chance to Shine sessions at Arley School.
We will be back again this Summer!
Contact Stephen Gardner 01676541921 or
Email: - sgarden@pictureorignals.co.uk
Interested in WOMENS softball cricket?
We introduced a Women's Team in 2017 The games involved cake, prosecco and
fun - oh - and some cricket!
No previous experience is needed, just an appetite to enjoy yourself.
Call Sandra Gardner on 01676541921 to get involved.
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Keresley RFC – # The Family Club
Season Round Up 2017-2018
As the curtain comes down on the 2017-2018 season, its time to reflect on what
has been a fantastic year for Keresley Rugby Club.
We have seen our club grow in numbers, and we have witnessed some truly inspirational and magical Rugby moments.
Our kids have developed new friendships, achieved greater fitness, but most importantly they have had fun.
It is wonderful to have that quality family time spent together on a Sunday morning
after a very busy working week.
As a club, we at Keresley base all our coaching on Rugby‟s Core Values : TREDS
– Teamwork, Respect, Enjoyment, Discipline and Sportsmanship.
The skills that we teach will serve our children well in their adult lives. Many long
lasting friendships are formed on a Rugby pitch.
We welcome players from age 5-15 for the boys, and 5-17 for the girls. We have
an 18 strong Girls Tag Squad, and they play in the West Midlands Girls Tag
League, and hope to achieve much success next season. As for the boys we
have teams starting from as young as 5, all the way through to a Barbarians U15
side. We follow an extensive fixture list and have training in between.
Rugby aside we also have a very full social calendar. Here are a few examples of
what we have done this year.
Keresley Fun Day – Many stalls, bouncy castles, food and drink, activities and
demo‟s in the main ring, a chance to try at Rugby.
Water pistol fight and Mud slide – Arm yourselves up, no where is safe. You
have been warned!
Mr and Mrs – How well do you know your partner?
Bingo – The kids really enjoy this and get very excited.
Race Night – A horse racing family fun night run at the club.
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Halloween Party – Scary costumes and fun party games.
Firework Night – A fantastic display with a BBQ also.
Christmas Dinner - Two dinners at the club, one for the children, one for the parents.
New Year Party – See in the New Year with your new friends - adults and children.
Plus many others throughout the year.
If you would like to give Rugby a „try‟ – we are open all over the summer. We do
not shut down when the season is over, our kids are having too much fun.
We welcome players of all abilities. All you need to be able to do is run, in the
right direction, with a funny shaped ball.
We are at the club on Sunday mornings from 10.30 am till 12.00. If you would
like more information please call Sandra on 07961 841489.
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THE BARN, OLD ARLEY
‘A great place for a party’ with space for up to 40 people
Fully equipped and with ample parking
Available to hire – please contact 01676 541916
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Hello from the Container Gardener
It is that time of the year when the weather starts to warm up and we think to ourselves, time to relax and sit in the garden! Well nothing is further from the truth, this
is the time you need to concentrate on the what jobs need to be done on a regular
basis. With the weather as dry as it as been you need to ensure that you water
regularly, if you water on a stop and start basis you will find that the plants have a
greater risk of being affected and attack by viruses and pests reducing the quality
of flowers and produce.
I have a yearly problem with the trees surrounding my garden, at this time of year
various trees start shedding their seed, which is not much of a issue when the
ground is hard and dry but any sign of misture and they take over.
I remember one year when we went on a 14 day vacation, I felt I had done everything 2 weeks before to eliminate any issues while I was away plus I had a neighbour watering, so you can imagine my dismay when I return to see hundreds of 2
inch trees growing every where. No way I could use the hoe to get ride of them, so
it was on my knees picking every single one out.
Still this is the time to start thinking about planting up your hanging baskets and
patio; picking the correct plants can give you tremendous satisfaction when they
are in bloom, never mind the praise you get from people. The variety of plants I go
for are Biden, Geranium, Busy Lizzie, Begonia, Bacopa, Fuchsia and Petunia. I
make sure I go for the bright colours so you get a mass of great looking baskets, I
do the same for my patio tub; again pick the bright coloured ones.
On the veg side now's the time to regularly look for the first signs of pests. Treat the
plants early and you will eliminate; problems later on. Feed container fruit with high
potash liquid feed to encourage the fruit sets to grow bigger and taste better, don‟t
forget to stake out the Sweet peas, Runner and French beans and if you are growing soft fruit cover them with a net for protection against the birds taking the fruit, I
also take some action against the slugs and snails to stop them doing damage.
Look out for black spot on rose leaves, pick off any found and burn, what ever you
do never put diseased leaves or foliage in your compost heap. Lawns at this time of
year could always do with a dressing of weed and feed to help them look good later
on, never let your lawn dry out, if we get a long period of dry weather increase the
height of your mower‟s cutter blades, short grass in dry periods gets stressed and
dies, allowing weeds to take up the empty space.
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