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Welcome to the Spring 2019 edition of the Arley News!
If you have items you’d like to submit for inclusion in the Arley News we
can be contacted at

arleynews2016@hotmail.com

or, if you do not have a computer,
paper copies can be dropped into the letterbox located in the Arley
Community Centre marked “Arley News”.
Contacts:
John Male Editor – arleynews2016@hotmail.com
Patti Baker Treasurer – pattijbaker@hotmail.com
John Birch Advertising – birchjohn@yahoo.co.uk 07443461292
Marion Gayle Assistant Editor
Articles for inclusion in the Summer Edition of Arley News (distributed
early June) to be received no later than 15th May 2019
Arley News can be viewed online at: leysmillionaires.com/arley-news
Please Note: The comments expressed in this magazine are those of the
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editorial team

FROM THE EDITOR: Well, since the Winter edition of the Arley News it seems that some of the issues
reported within Villages have been resolved, some for the betterment of the local
residents and some not. It looks like the new owner of the Sport Centre have done
a great deal of internal work to increase the potential of the facilities ( see page 19)
and as one local told me: “ Despite our early misgivings about Elite’s

ability to deliver the goods, I certainly would agree that the Centre
appears to be going well; much of it has been re-painted, they keep
the place much cleaner, the equipment works, the staff are
friendly and they listen to suggestions.”
But, despite the Arley Medical Centre Management lobbying the Stagecoach Bus
Company with reference to the new service changes, they were unable to get any
movement from Stagecoach. (See page 14 for their response)
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ARLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Chair

Councillor Gary Green

07788568844

Vice Chairs Councillor Martin Langley 07989438686
Councillor Eric Fellows

01676542697

Councillor Gill Guy

01676542105

Councillor Trevor Tennant 01676541641
Councillor Paul Erhahieman 07446961269
Councillor Nigel Turley

01676540236

Councillor Gail Williams

01676541580

Clerk to the Parish Council Mr Gerry Brough 01676 542563
gerry@arleyparishcouncil.co.uk
Arley Parish Council meets on the first Thursday of every month at 7:15pm
at Rowlands Court and the minutes of the meetings are posted in the notice boards in New & Old Arley.
The first item on the agenda is always the Open Forum where Parishioners
are invited to speak on any subject for a limited time. If you have an issue
you wish to raise you are welcome to attend any of the APC meetings.
North Warwickshire Borough Council Members for Arley & Whitacre area.
Councillor Colin Hayfield

0796 6307438

Councillor Mark Simpson

01676 541894

Councillor Jodie Gosling

01676 540397

HOW ABOUT BREAKFAST?
Why not pop in to the Community Café at the
Community Centre for a cuppa and a chat,
or maybe breakfast or a sandwich?
The café is open every Wednesday-09.30 to 11.30
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Update from the Parish Council
As a Council, we attempt to continue to maintain the services the Parish needs
by encouraging our Borough Councillors to raise the concerns of Arley
Parishioners and Parish Councillors at their meetings.
Whilst we have managed to ensure hedge trimming and road sweeping
continues, more of the responsibility of maintaining the villages now rests with
us. Many residents continually raise the subject of litter and fly tipping.
Fly tipping can be reported, but the litter is up to us to sort out, so please keep
our villages tidy.
With the support of our Borough Councillor we are trialling a ‘Lengthsman’
scheme where they have allocated a small amount of money to assist in minor
maintenance tasks in the village.
In response to the complaints about speeding, the Arley Community Speed Watch
is now registered, with agreed locations to use and six fully trained volunteers who
will commence monitoring shortly. If anybody would like to be part of the team
please contact the Clerk.
The Council are in the process of installing two more litter bins and erecting a bus
shelter on Rectory Road before the junction of Church Lane now that the new
routes have been confirmed.
We met the team from Elite who have taken over the Sport Centre and listened to
their plans for the centre and how to attract new members.
Please pay a visit as it is important to keep this asset in the village.
Following the success of Battles Over, the committee have reformed and are
planning a 75th Anniversary D-day Landings commemoration, on the 8th June at
the Gun Hill Recreation Ground. See you all there.
Parish Council Minutes and Agendas, Planning Reports and other useful
information can be found on our website-Arley Parish Council.
There are currently two vacancies on the Parish Council if anyone is interested.
All our councillors can discuss the role or you are welcome to attend our
meetings, which are held on the first Thursday of every month. Details are on the
website.
Thank you to all parishioners for their input and questions at the meetings or on
our walks around the village. If anyone wishes to add further comments please
contact our Clerk or any Councillor (see page 5 for contact details).
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MARCUS JONES MP
YOUR MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT FOR
NUNEATON, ARLEY &
HARTSHILL
As your Member of Parliament I try to be as accessible as possible.
I hold regular advice surgeries that are an ideal opportunity to discuss with me any
issues or concerns you have, that you feel I may be able to help with.
They are open to all constituents however, these are by appointment only due to
the number of people who attend.
To book an appointment, please call the constituency office on 024 7634 8482 or
email marcus.jones.mp@parliament.uk.
You will need to provide your full name, full address with postcode and contact
telephone number.
Surgeries are held regularly throughout the constituency on a Friday evening.
The venues alternate between Nuneaton, Arley and Hartshill. On booking your
appointment, we will try to ensure that your appointment is at a venue closest to
your home.
Marcus deals with Housing, Benefits, CSA, Immigration and Tax issues on a daily
basis. Therefore, if your case is urgent, please contact him by email or telephone.
He may be able to assist you without needing to book an appointment at a
surgery.
Email: marcus.jones.mp@parliament.uk
Write to: Marcus Jones MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA.
Tel: 024 7634 8482
IMPORTANT: -When contacting Marcus you must supply your full address
and postcode so we can ensure you are a Nuneaton constituent.
Parliamentary protocol prohibits Marcus from acting for constituents who are
represented by another MP and delaying receipt of this information could
result in a serious delay in action being taken on your case.
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BIG LOCAL UPDATE – Spring 2019

The Leys Millionaires
Family sessions
Big Local are providing free family themed activities in Arley and Ansley between
February and May 2019. Come along to any, or all, of our activities; spend time as
a family, learn new ways of supporting your child’s development, have fun and
access more support. Activities include Story Telling, Baby Yoga, Sing and Sign and
Healthy Living. To find out more information look out for our flyer, check out our
Facebook page, our web site, or contact us on the details below.
Hill Top play area
Big Local are currently working with Arley Parish Council on a pilot project to
improve the play area at Hill Top. Keep your eye open for changes over the next
few months.
Community Chest Grant Scheme
Our Community Chest grant scheme has three pots of money: one for local residents, community groups and charities, one for businesses and a new one for work
connected with Community Assets. All three schemes are now open. The aim of the
scheme is to provide grants to local people to build towards the four Big Local
outcomes. In the past, we have funded groups supporting sport, the environment,
fitness, arts & crafts, literacy, cooking and family activities.
The new Community Asset Fund is open to all venues, facilities and other assets
used by the community in the Big Local area. This fund aims to support as many
local assets as possible, with the £20,000 available to be awarded in each year of
our Plan. To apply for a grant to help improve your Community Asset, you can
download the application form from our web site or contact us on the details below.
Contact us
Website: www.leysmillionaires.com
Facebook: facebook.com/theleysmillionaires.com
Email: nwbiglocal@wcava.org.uk
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Letter to the Editor
A number of local residents who made contact with the Arley News to voice their concerns regarding the lack of work to protect the Arley recreation ground from the illegal encampment of
travellers. In response Arley News contacted NWBC to request an update. Below is their reply:
The Borough Council will be undertaking various landscape works to try and deter
unauthorised access at both Arley and Mancetter Recreation Grounds. This is in
response to the travellers who accessed both Recreation Grounds last year and in
previous years. During the latest incursions, there was some disruption to services, as
well as waste and rubbish left at both sites.
Works will comprise a combination of ditch and mound formation, installation of steel
knee railing, timber fencing, bollards and height restriction barriers with gates.
The appointed contractor is RMF Landscaping Limited, who hopes to be starting the
works on site at Mancetter Recreation Ground on 18 February. The construction works are
highly likely to cause some disruption and when complete will still appear to be
unfinished, with soil being exposed until the grass has had time to establish. Both sites
will remain publicly accessible during the works.
The works in Arley will commence upon completion of the scheme in Mancetter (which
has started ), which is weather dependent. It is, however, hoped to be starting in Arley in
early March. Information will also be distributed to those residents living adjacent to the
Recreation Ground before the work starts in Arley.
Please do not hesitate to contact Katherine Webster email : Katherinewebster@northwarks.gov.uk

ARLEY ROYAL BRITISH LEGION BRANCH
Patron Her Majesty the Queen

New members are always welcome, so come and join us; you
do not have to have been in the Armed Forces.
We meet on the first Sunday of the month, except Jan, Aug
and Nov ,at the Wagon Load of Lime at 11 am.
For further information, please contact: Fred or Gill Guy

Tel: 01676 542105 Email: gillyg17560@btinternet.com
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A Brief History of the D-Day Landings
On D-Day, 6 June 1944, Allied forces launched a combined naval, air and land
assault on Nazi-occupied France. Codenamed Operation 'Overlord', the Allied
landings on the Normandy beaches marked the start of a long and costly campaign
to liberate north-west Europe from German occupation.
Early that day, Allied airborne forces parachuted into drop zones across northern
France. Ground troops then landed across five assault beaches - Utah, Omaha,
Gold, Juno and Sword. By the end of the day, the Allies had established a foothold
along the coast and could begin their advance into France.
Lieutenant-General Frederick Morgan and his team of British, American and
Canadian officers submitted plans for the invasion in July 1943. A command team
led by American General Dwight D. Eisenhower was formed in December 1943 to
plan the naval, air and land operations.
Deception campaigns were developed to draw German attention - and strength away from Normandy. By 1944, over 2 million troops from over 12 countries were
in Britain in preparation for the invasion.
On D-Day, Allied forces consisted primarily of American, British and Canadian
troops and also naval, air, or ground support from Australian, Belgian, Czech,
Dutch, French, Greek, New Zealand, Norwegian, Rhodesian and Polish forces.
Nearly 7,000 naval vessels, including battleships, destroyers, minesweepers,
escorts and assault craft took part in ‘Operation Neptune', the naval component
of 'Overlord'. Naval forces were responsible for escorting and landing over 132,000
ground troops on the beaches. They also carried out bombardments on German
coastal defences before and during the landings and provided artillery support for
the invading troops.
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Arley Parish Council invites you to Picnic in the Park
commemorating the
75th Anniversary of the D-Day Landings.
Saturday 8thth June 2019
Gun Hill Recreation Ground
5pm – 7pm
Bring your own chairs and blankets and picnic,
(no BBQs) or purchase food and drink on the night.
Listen to the music of the Bilton Band then
join in with a rousing sing-along finale.
For further information please contact:

Cllr. Gill Guy

gill@arleyparishcouncil.co.uk
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Response from STAGECOACH
regarding the Bus Timetable
As there is a new housing development under construction in Galley Common
there will be a requirement for an improved bus service. Furthermore, an
upgrade to service 18 has been secured to operate every 30 minutes from
Ansley & both New and Old Arley, via Galley Common and Chapel End.
This has ensured that the same level of service has been maintained
between Ansley, and New and Old Arley, to Nuneaton. There is the same level
of service for travelling locally within Ansley and the Arley’s and there are now
twice as many buses between Ansley and New and Old Arley to Galley
Common.
Unfortunately, there is now no through bus to George Eliot Hospital.
Passengers are required to change at Nuneaton Bus Station. There are 6
buses per hour running from the Bus Station to George Eliot Hospital.
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ARLEY STROKE CLUB
Members and volunteers of the Arley Stroke Club would like to thank the
“Buffalos” for making “ The Arley Stroke Club” their charity of the year and
appreciate the effort and energy that must have gone into raising the donation
of £1200.00 made to the Stroke Club.

For information about joining or helping the club phone
Margaret Merrill on 02476 736803
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Spring Hill
Medical Centre
01676 540395
Opening Times: Monday to Friday 8.30-12.30 and 13.30-18.30
Three times a week the surgery is open later for patients who cannot attend at the
above times. Pre-book by contacting the Centre.

Galley Common Medical Centre
Opening Times: Monday to Friday 8.30-11.30 and 13.30-16.30
Please contact the surgery by phone or by visiting the surgery.
www.springhillmedicalcentre.co.uk can be used to order repeat prescriptions

During October, November and December 2018
There were 277 appointments that patients booked but did not attend.
This means the Practice COULD have provided 15 additional clinics
= 1½ weeks of appointments to patients
If you don’t need it, cancel it !
Text CANCEL (via reply) on your mobile or ring 01676540395 option 4 to cancel

cancelmyappointment24@springhillmc.nhs.uk

14

How does NHS 111 work?
The NHS 111 service is staffed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by a team of
fully trained advisers.
They will ask questions to assess your symptoms and, depending on the
situation, will then:


give you self-care advice



connect you to a nurse, emergency dentist or GP



book you a face-to-face appointment



send an ambulance directly, if necessary



direct you to the local service that can help you best with your concern.

Practice closure dates (PLT) 2019 and Bank Holidays


27 February

Practice will close from 12.30pm



27 March

Practice will close from 12.30pm



24 April

Practice will close from 12.30pm



22 May

Practice will close from 12.30pm



26 June

Practice will close from 12.30pm



24 July

Practice will close from 12.30pm



25 September

Practice will close from 12.30pm



23 October

Practice will close from 12.30pm



27 November Practice will close from 12.30pm
If you require a Doctor for a genuine emergency during the
hours of 12.30pm to 6.30pm then please call
0300 130 30 40. (only on PLT dates)
If you require a Doctor for a genuine emergency during the
hours of 6.30pm to 08.00am then please call NHS 111.

The Practice will also be closed on all
UK BANK HOLIDAYS (2019).
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Arley Primary School
Arley Primary has been open for nearly 5 years, the new building being officially
opened in April 2014, but it feels like only yesterday. We have accomplished so
much in that time.
At the end of January we had our long awaited Ofsted Inspection. We are hopeful that the report will celebrate all the great things that make Arley Primary the
wonderful school we believe it to be. We haven’t received the final report, but will
let everyone know when we do.
At the start of this term we had a theatre group visit the school to perform the
pantomime Cinderella for the children. Judging by the noise in the hall, everyone
thoroughly enjoyed it and took an active part in the performance.
A newly established group, 'Friends of Arley' was set up in Autumn 2018. The
primary purpose of the group was to promote fund raising here at school, which is
aimed at directly benefitting the children. In recent months, several events have
been organised, tying in with the school calendar, to raise money in the form of
selling cakes, biscuits, sweets treats and raffle prizes.
The first event was the Harvest Supper, which was a great success raising
£514.30, shortly followed by Santa's Grotto & Christmas Cafe.
Our most recent event was ‘Cupids Café’ for Valentine’s Day where all the
children, families and community were invited to 'share the love' over a cake and
cup of tea. This was well attended and everyone had a super time, ending a busy
half term on a lovely note, not to mention raising a £466.75! Our totalizer from
these few events has so far raised nearly £1600 for our children.
Thank you for everyone’s support and we look forward to welcoming you at our
next event.
In June we are holding our first Summer Fayre. I can’t give too much away at the
moment, but it is set to be a spectacular event, so keep the date in your diaries;
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The Handover
Elite Sports Development Company has
now taken ownership of Arley Sports Centre.
The name has changed to Elite Sports Centre.
The name change has also brought some
massive changes to the inside of the centre.
The squash court has now become a
functional training area and includes new state
of the art fitness training machines. The gym
has also benefited, with new gym machines to
replace the broken and tired machines. More
fitness classes have been introduced with the
Cllr Margaret Bell handing over the keys
to Arron and Terry from Elite Sports

Vibe concept being used across most classes
and there is a class everyday of the week.

Opening times have been increased from 9:00am until 9:00pm every weekday and
until 4pm at the weekends. There is something for everyone at the new centre and
we invite everyone to come down and try something new today.
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Daw Mill Update
The remaining buildings on site were demolished just before Christmas. Now
the County Council is trying to force Harworth Estates to restore the site. With
the view of going forward initial meetings have taken place and the County
Council invited first thoughts from LAWRAG.
LAWRAG therefore canvassed a number of former coal miners whose initial
thoughts were submitted in writing to the County Council :
Memorial Garden
You have asked for my thoughts on the future of the Memorial Garden so I have
been giving the subject some thought and also have been listening to many of
my ex-colleagues who have seen other now closed coal mines and their memorials…
Most people I have spoken to would like to see a garden where the current half
“sheave wheel” is located with a further 8 ornamental or fruit trees planted, to
add to the 3 already growing there, in memory of all eleven men who perished
at the mine and with small brass plaques bearing each man's name and date of
death as was done for the final 3 deaths at the mine. We would, in addition, prefer to have a large black rough hewn stone, representing coal, but with a polished face bearing the names, dates and locations of the eleven victims' deaths
over the 47+ years of the existence of Daw Mill. As with the 'temporary'
memorial I myself had made, we would also like the date of the disastrous fire
which closed the mine - the day that Daw Mill died - to be inscribed upon the
stone.
Besides the above suggestions, we would like to have a couple of appropriately
placed benches so that the peace and tranquillity of the garden can also be a
place for quiet reflection. The half of the 'sheave wheel', which has already
been placed, requires an improved plinth and surround and the whole area
fenced to demarcate the garden and, of course, reasonable car parking space
nearby.
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Deculverting.
This is fundamental to the restoration plan approved in 1996 and must be the
baseline for the required renaturalisation.
Below is an extract for a letter from the NRA (now the Environment Agency)
In this letter the NRA confirm that it would be an easy task to open up both the
River Bourne and Ballards Brook, this would re-establish the river valley, restore
the unity of the landscape, enable nature conversation downstream and create
features of interest.
This need was again confirmed in writing by the environment agency as recently as
December 2014 in response to Harworth’s planning application .
Referring to ‘renaturalisation’ they identified the need for duculverting
We quote from their letter :
Deculverting
‘The above referenced assessment has demonstrated that duculverting of the
Ballard Brook and River Bourne would not provide any flood risk reduction.
Renaturalisation would however provide significant benefits in terms of biodiversity
gain required under the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and facilitated under
the Humber River Basin Management Plan. These rivers fall under the classification of waterbody GB104028042480 (River Bourne from Didgeley Brook to River
Tame) which is currently at Poor Ecological Status with the objective of meeting
Good Status by 2027.
The Bourne provides good trout spawning habitat and will in future provide
one of the streams that salmon can spawn in when they return to the Tame in
20 years.’
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GYM MEMBERSHIP
JUST £24.99 per month

Email: - www.elitesportsuk.com
Call: - 01676 541867
Download the glofox app: search for elite sports uk
20

NEW ELITE SPORT CENTRE
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My Own Special Way
Maybe I'm looking through rose tinted glasses
Or is my mind foggy from all these years passing
I believe that our childhoods were oh so much better
The friends we had, games we played, even the weather
New buds, fresh green leaves deck the bushes and trees
The last frosts hailed us goodbye as Winter took leave
The Spring brought us Snowdrops, Daffodils and Bluebells
The fresh grass, the Cuckoo called to tell us all's well
In The Summer we'd be out the door as soon as the sun rose
Playing football or cricket, going wherever kids go
Early morning heat haze flickered lighting up the dew
And you had to shield your eyes from the skies oh so blue
The summer days seemed to stretch out forever.. endlessly
Raindrops from Summer storms shining diamonds on the leaves
Sometimes we lay there making shapes in the clouds
Basking in the silence when there was no-one else around
Then Autumn would take hold, painting the trees
With wonderous colours, a live picture to see
Halloween masks and penny for the guy
Fireworks and bonfires lit up the night sky
Winter winds would blow in from the North or the East
And we'd watch as the snow and ice adorned the trees
We all had our scarves, our woolly hats and gloves
Warm coats all decked out to play winter games we loved
We'd wait for the ice, make our slides, ouch bruised bums
Snowball fights, boys and girls, oh God we had fun
So maybe I'll just put those rose glasses away
And remember OUR childhoods in my own special way
Poem by David Hadley
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Share your Arley Memories – I’m writing a book!
Following my series in Arley News covering Chapel Life, I have decided to write a
book to record more of the many lovely memories of living in Arley in the 60’s and
70’s that I have . That’s where I would like your help.
If you would like to share with me some of your memories of living in Arley, I would
love to hear from you. Some of the subjects that I would be interested in covering
are: Births, marriages deaths
Fashion – clothes, hair, shoes
Food and drink
Easter, Christmas, Halloween, Bonfire night
Hobbies/pastimes
School and education
Church/chapel
Magazines and books read
TV programmes
Music/radio
Playtimes – indoor and outdoor
Village shops – including those on wheels and callers selling items
If you would like to contribute your stories or photographs, do email me: bubblyc94@gmail.com I cannot promise to use them all, but I’m sure that they
will assist me with writing my book. Thank you in advance! Maria Eardley

New Year – New Series
How to avoid becoming a victim of crime and taken in by scams
Everyone is at risk of being a victim of fraud no matter what your gender, race,
mobility, age – YOU are at risk if you don’t be careful and aware of the scams that
are happening.
There is so much fraudulent activity going on, it is difficult to trust anyone these
days, which is why we must all remain alert and never become complacent. One
slip of the tongue or wrong decision made can result in you losing your identity,
savings, property and can even change your lives forever, because of the
after-effects that victims of crime can be left with.
Doorstep Callers – Part 1
Always be on your guard - check who is at the door without opening it.
If you have a spy hole in your door do use it. In fact, you may have heard of new
technology in the form of ‘video doorbells’ which enables you to see and even
speak to who is at your door either whilst at home or if you’re away from home.
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If you don’t recognise the caller YOU DO NOT HAVE TO ANSWER THE DOOR!
If it’s anything important, they will put a note through your door or write to you.
If you feel threatened report them to the Police.
Types of Doorstep Scams
Callers are often after your money or your possessions when cold calling , and if
you don’t recognise the caller YOU DO NOT HAVE TO ANSWER THE DOOR!
If it’s anything important, they will put a note through your door or write to you.
They may claim to have products to sell: cleaning products, pictures – as is
often the case with fraudsters claiming to be deaf and dumb. Don’t be taken
in! They are usually not genuine.
It may be someone offering to do some repair or property management for
you: tarmac your drive, roofing, gutters, cutting trees. Often the repairs don’t
need doing and if allowed to do them they may do a poor job or overcharge
you.
If you need work doing, look up a reputable dealer. ‘Checkatrade’ vet traders on
their site www.checkatrade.com Similarly, Warwickshire County Council also give
help and advice on finding approved traders www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
approvedtraders
Charity collectors. Genuine charities do not go door to door for donations of
items or monetary donations. If you want to support a charity, details can be
obtained online.
Utility callers. Some fraudsters claim they’re from water, gas, electricity,
Police, and may even be wearing a uniform with fake identification. If you look
out of your window and see a Police car or a utility vehicle, the chances are it
is genuine. No genuine caller will be requesting access to your home or
information from you without their ID. Always be alert and DON’T fall for any
“stories” that unexpected callers give you, no matter how genuine they sound.
My little rhyme may help you to remember: Feeling unsure, don’t open the door!
If in doubt, leave them out!!
Warwickshire Police-999 in an emergency-101– non-emergency and advice.
www.warwickshire.police.uk
Victim Support - 808 1689111

www.victimsupport.org.uk

Action Fraud - 0300 1232040

www.actionfraud.police.uk

As Shaw Taylor the Police 5 TV presenter used to end his programmes –

Keep ‘em peeled’!

Maria Eardley (née Button)
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Arley Women’s Institute

With our Christmas party behind us and a New Year beginning Arley WI got off to a
great start with a Belly Dancing class presented by Janie Taunton from the Treacle
Tarts WI. Janie demonstrated her talent and began with an overview of Belly
Dancing history. Then it was time for Arley WI members to have a go and what a
laugh we all had.
Janie provided us with bells and tassel scarves to wear round our waists and gave
us large chiffon scarves to swish around while dancing. She showed us a number
of different Belly Dancing moves to practice and then we put it altogether in a
routine performed to the Spice Girl tune ‘Shimmy’.
We all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.

February we had comedy magician Matt Redmond, telling us jokes while
performing magic tricks. His first trick had us all jumping out our seats with a bowling ball dropping to the floor from a sheet of newspaper. Afterward tea and homemade cake was the order of the evening.
The next Arley WI meetings are to be held at the Barn in the grounds of St Wilfred’s
Church in Old Arley as follows:
Tuesday, 5th March – Birthday Celebrations
Tuesday, 2nd April – Family Tree with Valerie Pickard
Tuesday, 7th May - Resolutions

For more information, please email arleywi@gmail.com contact Linda on 07779
157 6511 or just come along to one of our meetings where a warm welcome awaits
26
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Planting the New Orchard at Gun Hill
Allotments-19th January 2019
On a damp Saturday morning a joint venture to plant an orchard was embarked
upon by local parish councillors, allotment members, the NWBC Green Space
Officer and members of the Gun Hill community. The aim
was to plant a mixture of trees; apples, pears, plums,
damsons and greengages to form a community orchard.
It is envisaged that when the trees mature and fruit, an annual “Apple Day” be established. Members of the local
community will be able to pick fruit for their own use. A
grant from the Warwickshire Councillors’ Grant Fund
allowed the allotment members to purchase the trees. With the large number of
people present it did not take long .
There was even time for a welcome
hot drink and piece of cake!
The committee would like to thank all
those involved for making it possible,
especially NWBC for helping with the
grant application and Arley Parish
Council for the initial suggestion.
Plots are available for anyone interested in taking on an allotment. Size does not
matter in this instance as there are a range of plot sizes to choose from. We are a
friendly group of people who are interested in growing our own vegetables for our
own health and well being. Work goes on all year round as we prepare the ground
for the next season, so now is an
ideal time to start. If you are interested please contact
GHAA@hotmail .co.uk or contact
lan Wood (Chair) on 07917620480
and we will get back to you.
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Arley Wood
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St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church
Spring Hill, New Arley

Sunday Mass at 8.30 am and
Mass at 12.00 noon on Holy Days of Obligation.
During Lent, Stations of the Cross are held on Friday at
12noon.
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Rev John’s Jottings for Spring
Spring is in the air!
Coming out of Winter into Spring is always quite invigorating. The days are getting
lighter and longer, the temperature is rising, plant shoots are beginning to push
through the ground, birds are building their nests and lambs and calves are being
born.
Spring is a season of hope and new life. It is also the time to celebrate Easter.
Often Easter is merely seen as a time for holidays. Yet for the past 2000 years
around the world, Easter has been regarded as a major Christian celebration. In
actual fact, the message of the Christian church hinges on the truth of Easter.
What does Easter mean to you? And why? In a way, Easter is about the spiritual
dimension of the physical nature of Springtime. On the one hand, Good Friday is
about the death of Jesus on the cross; on the other hand, Easter Monday is about
the empty tomb and the rising from death of Jesus.
If you want to know more about the true meaning of Easter, why not join us at
church or on one of the joint Benefices Lent courses leading up to Easter. You
would be most welcome.
Don’t let the real meaning of Easter keep passing you by.
Wishing you all a very happy and meaningful Easter time.
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St Wilfrid’s and St Michael’s Churches
Meeting Needs, Bringing Hope, Sharing Love
Services are held every Sunday at ST. WILFRID’S at 9.00 am
Family Worship 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays
Holy Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays
Children’s Club (Sunday School) 3rd Sunday
HEALING SERVICE - 7th March, 14th April, 2nd May at 7.15pm
followed by refreshments in The Old Barn
and every Sunday at ST. MICHAEL’S at 10.30 am
Holy Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays
Family Worship 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
WORSHIP PLUS - 26th March, 30th April, 28th May at 7.30pm
MOTHERING SUNDAY SERVICE at both churches 31st March.

Easter in Arley
6th March Ash Wednesday service at St Laurence’s 7.30pm
18th April Maundy Thursday at St Wilfrid’s 7.00pm
19th April Good Friday at St Wilfrid’s open for prayer 2pm
EASTER DAY Service at St Wilfrid's 9.00am
LENT REFLECTIONS
20th March at St John’s at 2pm
27th March at St Wilfrid’s 7.15pm
3rd April at St Laurence's 7.15pm
10th April at St John’s at 2pm
17th April at St Laurence’s 7.15pm
CHILDRENS HOLIDAY CLUB
18th April at Ansley Village Hall 10.00am to 11.30am
Church Contacts: Rev. John Langlands 024 7667 5236
or 07588 664962 jlanglands@sky.com
John Cox 024 7639 4802 Dave Baldwin 01676 542441
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Hello from the Container Gardener
Well it’s that time of year when the gardeners amongst us start getting motivated for the coming
year. The items ordered from the gardening catalogues are due for delivery so it’s time to get the
seed trays ready for the start of planting.
Looking back on last year’s efforts, I was somewhat disappointed in the harvest against the
effort, after reviewing what I did different from previous years I noticed that I had concentrated
most of my efforts on growing more fruit and veg than previous years and reduced the amount of
flowering plants, In hindsight, I think I got it wrong, so this year I will be planting a few more flowering plants which hopefully will attract a greater number of insects to pollinate what fruit and veg
I will be growing.
With the unsettled weather conditions we are currently experiencing it’s difficult to get on with
things; it’s more stop and start but if you have a heated green house the weather is no issue.
Closing the greenhouse door and sowing seed is one of the most relaxing and rewarding jobs I
find, sowing mixed coloured varieties of Aubrieta, Verbena, Lobelia, Diascia, plus more than I
have space to mention, will hopefully see my hanging baskets full of colour, and encourage
pollinating insects and birds . Besides flower seeds this is the time to start sowing veg,
tomatoes, cucumbers and brassicas. This year I am going to try growing leeks, growing them in
water down pipes suits my small garden.
One plant I look forward to growing is sweet peas. If you plant a scented bicolour variety like
“Scented Infusion” you hopefully end up with a bloom that’s brightly coloured, highly scented and
long stemmed; great for cutting.
Typically, March marks the start of spring and is the month when the weather picks up and lawn
care becomes more important. If the weather has been fine, you may give your grass the first cut
of the year. When cutting your lawn for the first time only give it a light trim. Set your mower to its
highest cutting setting. If you cut the grass too short, it is more likely to let weeds and moss root
in - it can also lead to the dreaded yellow lawn look. Be aware that the odd frost can still fall so I
don’t cut the grass too short, and avoid walking on the lawn if there has been a frost. April is the
time to apply a fertiliser to your lawn to encourage growth, particularly if you’ve been treating a
moss problem, which can leave your lawn looking bare. If you do have some bare patches, now
is the time to sow some grass seed. Being rigorous with lawn care during the spring will yield
great results in the summer. . Lawn growth will really pick up around May. You can start to lower
the cutting height of your mower as the risk of frosts falls . Apply weed treatments to your lawn
carefully if you need to keep your grass looking good. This is a good time to over-seed your lawn
if you have any bare patches left over from the winter
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