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From the Editor  

How frustrating it must be to see all the good work being put in to the       
local area by various agencies trying to improve the environment and the 

area, only to have it vandalised by people who just don’t seem to care.  

The damage at Hill Top Recreation Ground is surely wanton vandalism;  
some people disregard the amount of work put in by locals to clear the    
area of litter by just throwing more litter everywhere, with no regard to how 

the area looks.  

The travellers invaded the Arley Recreation Ground again. It seems the   

expense of trying to keep them off there was just a waste of money.  

I'm not sure how the local residents saw the aftermath of the bike ride.   
The organisers made sure that the signage was in place in good time to 
notify everyone of the route, and on race day the marshals made sure the 
no go areas were adhered to, but why wasn’t the same urgency   shown to 

remove the signs after the race?  

It will be interesting to see the results of the speed check exercise due to 

be carried out by the Parish Council.   

 

Welcome to the  Summer 2019 edition of  the Arley News! 

If you have items you’d like to submit for inclusion in the Arley News we 

can be contacted at arleynews2016@hotmail.com  or paper copies can be 

dropped into the letterbox located in the Arley Community Centre marked 

Arley News.  

Contacts: 

John Male  Editor – arleynews2016@hotmail.com 

Patti Baker Treasurer – pattijbaker@hotmail.com 

John Birch  Advertising – birchjohn@yahoo.co.uk  07443461292 

Marion Gayles Assistant Editor 

Articles for inclusion in the Autumn Edition of Arley News                           

(distributed early September) must be received no later than 15th August 

2019. 

View the Arley News online at: leysmillionaires.com/arley-news 

Please Note: The comments expressed in this magazine are those of the 

contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editorial team. 

mailto:arleynews2016@hotmail.com
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Arley Parish Council invites you to Picnic in the Park  

Saturday 8th
th

 June 2019 5pm–7pm 

Gun Hill Recreation Ground 

commemorating the  

75
th

 anniversary of the D- Day Landings 
        Bring your own chairs, blankets and picnic, no BBQs, or purchase food  

        and  drink on the night,  listen to the music of the Bilton Band then  

        join in with  a rousing  sing- along finale. 

   For further information please contact:  

Cllr. Gill Guy gill@arleyparishcouncil.co.uk 01676 542105 

mailto:gill@arleyparish.co.uk


5 

Chair     Councillor Gary Green        07788568844  

Vice Chairs  Councillor Martin Langley   07989438686  

     

    Councillor Eric Fellows       01676542697 

    Councillor Gill Guy        01676542105 

    

    Councillor Trevor Tennant   01676541641 

    Councillor Paul Erhahieman   07446961269 

    Councillor Nigel Turley       01676540236  

    Councillor Gail Williams       01676541580 

Clerk to the Parish Council Mr Gerry Brough   01676 542563               

                       gerry@arleyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Arley Parish Council meets on the first Thursday of every month at 7:15pm 

at Rowlands Court and the minutes of the meetings are posted in the no-

tice boards in New & Old Arley.   

The first item on the agenda is always the Open Forum where Parishioners 

are invited to speak on any subject for a limited time. If you have an issue 

you wish to raise you are welcome to attend any of the APC meetings.  

North Warwickshire Borough Council Members for Arley & Whitacre area.  

                            Councillor Kerry John Parker 

Councillor Mark Simpson      01676 541894 

Councillor Jodie Gosling        0750 8953751 

ARLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

HOW ABOUT BREAKFAST? 

Why not pop in to the Community Café at the                    

Community  Centre for a cuppa and a chat,                             

or maybe breakfast or a sandwich? 

The café is open every Wednesday-09.30 to 11.30 

Our prices are very reasonable!  

mailto:gerrybrough@gmail.com
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As a Council, we attempt to continue to maintain the services the 
Parish needs by encouraging our Borough Councillors to raise the 
concerns of Arley Parishioners and Parish Councillors at our    
meetings. More of the responsibility of maintaining the villages now 
rests with us. 

We are striving to create a better environment for our Parishioners. 
We achieve this by providing litter bins etc and  maintaining and       
improving our facilities. After a lot of hard work we have installed new 
equipment at Hilltop Recreation Ground. Already this facility has been 
subject to mindless vandalism. The majority suffers because of 
the minority. But where do we go from here? Do we cease to try to 
provide these items and stop maintaining them? I hope residents of 
our Parish agree that these acts need to end.                                      
Let us provide a better environment; but if our equipment is                
continuously abused, then we need to decide if it is worth the cost and 
hard work involved in securing these assets. It would be far easier to 
allow these facilities to degrade and slowly disappear, but I know that 
we, as a Parish Council, and you, as residents, do not wish this to 
happen. Please tell your local councillors what you think.                                                                                                                                       

Litter and fly tipping: fly tipping can be reported, but the litter is up to 
us to sort out, so please keep our villages tidy. It was disappointing to 
see rubbish had started to appear only days after the last Big Local 
organised litter pick. 

Arley Community Speed Watch is now registered, with agreed         
locations to use; we still require volunteers to enable monitoring to be 
undertaken. If anybody would like to be part of the team please     
contact the Clerk. 

Parish Council Minutes and Agendas, Planning Reports and other 
useful information can be found on our website-Arley Parish Council. 
There are currently two vacancies on the Parish Council if anyone is 
interested. All our councillors can discuss the role or you are welcome 
to attend our meetings, held on the first Thursday of every month.   
Details are on the website. Thank you to all parishioners for their input 
and questions at the meetings or on our walks around the village. If 
anyone wishes to add further comments, please contact our Clerk or 
any Councillor (see page 5 for contact details). 

Update from the Parish Council 
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BIG LOCAL UPDATE – Spring 2019 

The Leys Millionaires 
Festival of Flight – Sunday 23rd June 1:00 to 4:00pm 
We are holding our Festival of Flight again this year at Hill Top football field on  
Sunday 23rd June from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. We will have an area to fly kites,        
control line model aircraft displays, stalls from local groups and refreshments.    
See our advert in the magazine for details. 
 

Community projects 

Big Local have been supporting Arley Parish Council on the pilot project to improve 
the play area at Hill Top. The play area will re-open soon when the refurbishment 
and installation of the new equipment is complete. 
 
We have also been working with Ansley Action group on their campaign for road 
safety improvements on Birmingham Road. We recently met with MP Marcus 
Jones, Jeff Clarke (Portfolio Holder for Transport and Planning) and members of 
the Highways team to discuss what road safety features are suitable when        
considering all resident’s needs. 

 
New workers 
We have recruited two new works to help deliver the project.  We are pleased to  
introduce Kelly as our Youth and Support worker, who some of you may know 
from Youth Club. She will be working with Sarah our Youth & Family worker, and 
let us also introduce Sophia as our new Coordinator who will make sure the     
project runs smoothly.  
 

Community Chest Grant Scheme 
Our Community Chest grant scheme is still running and a new round of funding will 
become available in July. So, if you have a good idea for a project you want to run 
or something that would improve our area, get in touch. We have three categories 
of grant available: Individuals, Community Groups, Businesses and Community   
Assets.  
 
The aim of the scheme is to provide grants to local people to build towards the four 
Big Local outcomes. If you want to know more or download an application form, 
please go to our website or contact one of the project workers. 

 
Contact us 
Website: www.leysmillionaires.com     
Email: nwbiglocal@wcava.org.uk 
Facebook: facebook.com/theleysmillionaires.com    
Phone: 01827 718080 

http://www.leysmillionaires.com
mailto:nwbiglocal@wcava.org.uk
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A New Phone Mast? 

The Borough Council have received another planning application for a phone mast 

on  Arley Lane at Hilltop. They’ve had applications before, and then nothing has 

happened, but apparently this one is more urgent because no one in Arley can 

have a smart meter until it’s operating and giving us a better mobile signal. 
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ARLEY SERVICE PERSONNEL  

FIRST WORLD WAR  RESEARCH 
 

My Name is Martin Langley and, with research, I established that 

my grandfather Robert Langley, who lived in Charles Street,        

Gunhill, fought with the Seaforth Highlanders during the 1st 

World War. 

I researched his story and it proved very interesting and           

extremely emotional, and I would like to hear from anyone who 

had any relative who served in this conflict who wishes to learn 

more of what they faced and where they fought.  

 

I only do this research as a hobby, and only when I have time to 

fit it in, so if you would like to find out more about the person, I 

will need: 

 Full names of the person you’d like me to research. 

 Their dates of birth. 

 Any details of the regiments they served in. 

 Any other information you feel might help the research. 

 

Obviously I will share everything I find out with the relatives. 

Anyone who is interested please contact me: - 

martinlangley@yahoo.co.uk 

St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church 

Spring Hill,  New Arley CV7 8FE 

Sunday Mass at  8.30 am and 

Mass at 12.00 noon on Holy Days of Obligation. 
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 DAWMILL UPDATE 

A statement from LAWRAG 

Unfortunately little progress has been made with the restoration of the old Dawmill 

colliery, which is somewhat frustrating.  

This has necessitated the County Council  taking advice from Queens Counsel. 

Below is a quote from their latest update as given to LAWRAG .  

“ Further to our conversation, the position is that we have had advice from Counsel 

and my colleagues, Caroline Gutteridge and Matthew Williams, are preparing a 

draft enforcement notice.  It may prove necessary to consult with statutory       

agencies as part of that process.  We anticipate that, when the draft has been     

approved by Counsel, Harworth will be invited to comment on it and local interests 

(such as LAWRAG and the Parish Council) will also be given an opportunity to  

provide their input.  However, we cannot say exactly when and how at this stage.”  

Ian Marriott 
Corporate Legal Service Manager 
Governance & Policy Resources , County Council 
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Spring Hill  

Medical Centre 

01676 540395 
 

Opening Times: Monday to Friday 8.30-12.30 and 13.30-18.30 

 
Three times a week the surgery is open later for patients who cannot attend at the 

above times. Pre-book by contacting the Centre. 

 Galley Common Medical Centre 

 Opening Times: Monday to Friday 8.30-11.30 and 13.30-16.30 

 Please contact the surgery by phone or by visiting the surgery.  

 www.springhillmedicalcentre.co.uk can be used to order repeat prescriptions  
 or inform of any changes of address or phone number. 
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WHO REMEMBERS THIS LAD ? 
 

As in most mining villages around the 

1900’s, education or sport seemed to 

be the only way out of boys not going 

down the mines when they left school. 

Mining communities always seemed to 

have football teams or boxing clubs, 

and Arley was no different.  

I wanted to find out if any of the local 

families had relatives who escaped        

going down the pit, or managed to get 

out of mining via sport and I was      

surprised to find out that there were a 

number of local lads who became well 

known in the sport of boxing.  I’m sure 

there will be a number of locals who 

will remember the lad in the photo.  

It’s Eddie Nicholson, who lived in 

Charles Street. He got to the National 

Schoolboys Championship Finals.  

Other boxers from the area were:       

Eric Cooper, who won the National 

ATC championships, Jimmy Temple, KO Johnson, Harry Thurman, 

Frank Whitmore, Billy Mayne, Tommy Shaw and Billy Ward, just to    

mention a few. If you’ve any memories of local boxers and can add the 

dates of their successes, please contact John Male, the Editor. 
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Arley Primary School 
At the end of this term I will be retiring from my post as Head Teacher of  Arley  

Primary School. I have been a teacher for nearly 40 years and a head teacher for 

10years. In all that time I have never wanted to do anything else but teach. To be 

a part of a child’s learning journey has been a privilege and a joy. 

But now is the time to start a new chapter in my life. When I was appointed to 

lead the amalgamation of Gun Hill Infant School and Herbert Fowler Junior 

School and establish a new school in a brand new building, I saw it as a         

challenge and a wonderful conclusion to my teaching career. 

Well it certainly has been a challenge!  However, when I look at the school now 

and see all that we have achieved, I feel very proud that I have been the school’s 

first Head Teacher. The children of your community deserve the very best         

education we can give, and I know that Arley Primary does that well. 

In January we were visited by Ofsted and were found to be GOOD.  

A long overdue validation of the hard work, commitment and dedication of      

everyone at the school and of course, most importantly, the children.  

We are still celebrating! 

Our Year 6 and Year 2 children did their SATs. They so impressed everyone with 

their positive attitude and behaviour. They were a credit to our school. 

We have a busy term ahead of us. The main event is something new for the 

school. We are having a Grand Medieval Fete.  What better way to mark the 5th 

anniversary of the school in this beautiful building.  

We will be having lots of stalls, food stations, ice cream, games and most         

importantly of all ..Jousting! Do look out for posters advertising this special event. 

I am sure that you will make the new Head Teacher, Mrs. Kelly, feel very welcome 

as she leads the school on the next stage of it’s journey.  

Have a wonderful summer break. 
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Right to Left. Standing : -Tom Jackson, Penry Williams (School Master) Sid Wilson, 

Tug Knight, Sid Foster, Bob Glover, Len Trantor, Sid Roberts, Tommy Mellor. 

Sitting : - Cliff Brain, Malcolm Bryant, Harry Halford, Dougie Horton Frank Jackson 

ARLEY FC 1949 Winners of the Nuneaton District Cup 

ARLEY RANGERS FC 1947– 48 SEASON 



18 



19 

 
 
 ELITE SPORT CENTRE ACTIVITIES 

EXERCISE CLASS TIMETABLE 

MONDAY: -  

YOGA - 6.30pm to 7.15pm. 

VIBE CYCLE - 7.45pm to 8.30pm 

TUESDAY: -  

MEDICAL CONDITION REFURALS  - 6.00pm to 7.00pm (NEW ACTIVITY) 

VIBE CYCLE  - 6.00pm to 6.45pm 

VIBE KETTLEBELLS - 7.00pm to 7.45pm 

VIBE CIRCUITS – 8.00pm to 8.45pm 

WEDNESDAY: - 

VIBE POWER  - 6.00pm to 6.45pm 

VIBE BOX  - 7.00pm to 7.45pm 

THURSDAY: - 

VIBE CIRCUITS  - 6.00pm to 6.45pm 

VIBE “D” BANDS  - 7.00pm to 7.45pm 

FRIDAY: - 

PILATES  - 9.15am to 10.00am 

EASY EXERCISE  - 10.15am to 11.00am 

VIBE CYCLE  - 5.15pm to 6.00pm 

SATURDAY: -  

VIBE POWER  - 9.00am to 9.45am 

SUNDAY: - 

STEPS  - 10.00am to 10.45 (NEW ACTIVITY) 

Book using our app:- Glofox (ELITE Sport uk) 
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Share your Arley Memories – I’m writing a book! 

Following my series in Arley News covering Chapel Life, I have decided to write a 

book to record more of the many lovely memories of living in Arley in the 60’s and 

70’s that I have . That’s where I would like your help. 

If you would like to share with me some of your memories of living in Arley, I would 

love to hear from you. Some of the subjects that I would be interested in covering 

are: -  

Births, marriages deaths 

Fashion – clothes, hair, shoes  

Food and drink  

Easter, Christmas, Halloween, Bonfire night 

Hobbies/pastimes 

School and education 

Church/chapel 

Magazines and books read 

TV programmes 

Music/radio 

Playtimes – indoor and outdoor 

Village shops – including those on wheels and callers selling items 

If you would like to contribute your stories or photographs, do email me: -          

bubblyc94@gmail.com I cannot promise to use them all, but I’m sure that they 

will assist me with writing my book.  Thank you in advance! Maria Eardley  

mailto:bubblyc94@gmail.com
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Arley Women’s Institute 

Our March anniversary was celebrated with the usual bring and share party food. 
Prize bingo made an unusual addition to the evening with three lovely prizes. 

Our April speaker, Val Pickard, talked us through how to trace our family tree. Val 
runs a class at St Michael’s Community Centre every Tuesday morning for those 
interested in finding out more. 

In May, we had a discussion followed by a vote to decide which resolutions to take 
forward to our annual WI meeting in Bournemouth. The rest of the evening was a 
social evening with drinks, cake and lots of chatter. 

Additionally in May quite a few of the ladies attended the WI area group meeting, 
which was organised as a games night with a fish and chip supper. This year’s    
area cup competition tasked us to make a trophy using recycled rubbish. Arley was 
pleased to win the competition, for the second time in three years. 

 

 

We meet at the Barn in the grounds of St Wilfred’s Church in Old Arley at 7.30pm 
on the first Tuesday of each month (with the exception of August).  

The next Arley WI meetings are as follows: 

Tuesday, 4th June – Reflexology with Haley Fox      

Tuesday, 2nd July – Needle Felting with Ruth McCluskey 

Tuesday, 6th August – no meeting 

Tuesday, 3rd September – Jewellery Making with Tina Jary 

For more information, please email arleywi@gmail.com contact Linda on          
07779 157 6511 or just come along to one of our meetings where a warm welcome 
awaits you. 

 

mailto:arleywi@gmail.com
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St Michael’s and St Wilfrid’s 

Community Centre 

Monday   Donation café                         

9.30-11.30 

Jujitsu Juniors 6.30-7.30pm  

Jujitsu Seniors 7.45-9pm    

 Slimming World 7-9pm                                                                                                                                 

Tuesday  Tweeters 10-12 

 Family History 10-12 

 Youth Club-seniors 5-7pm 

Wednesday  Community Café         

9.30-11.30               

Art Class 10-12 

Youth Club-juniors 3.30-5pm 

Youth Club 5.30-7pm 

Thursday  Jujitsu Seniors 7-9pm 

Weekly Activities 

 

Friday Arley Play and Stay            

9 -11.30am 

Code club 4-5.15pm  

Saturday Bingo and Quiz Nights  

Sunday    Church Service   10.30am 
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Applications for October 2019 

St Wilfrid’s & St Michael’s 

Holmes Educational Foundation 
 
Trustees of the above Foundation meet once per year in October to consider  

grants to be made towards further education. Students can apply for 

application forms if they  are, for example, attending: 

    6th Form College 

    Universities 

    Higher Education 

All applicants must be resident in Arley Parish and under 25 years old.                                                 

Closing date for all applications is October 9th 2019. 

 

 

AVERY EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 

NOTICE OF GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR 2019 

For residents of Arley 
 

The Trustees of Avery Educational Foundation are able to make grants to young 
persons who, in the opinion of the Trustees, are in need of financial assistance in 
connection with their education (including their social and physical training and 
welfare) 

The Trustees usually meet in November to consider applications for grants and 
any person wishing to make an application should complete a form available 
from: 

FAO. Mr. Mathew Jones, (Avery Trust),                                                        
Cocks Lloyd Solicitors, Riversley House,                                                         

Coton Road, Nuneaton. Warks.                                                                                           
CV11 5TX  02476 641642. 

 

Or by email from: m.elson@cockslloyd.co.uk      

 



25 

 

 

   



26 

 



27 



28 

 

Balloons fly from Arbury Hall as part of the Midland Air Festival on 20th May. 

The wind took them towards  Bedworth but some villagers saw them over Arley 

the night before. Photos: Patti Baker 

           

   Patron Her Majesty The Queen      

 

 

ARLEY ROYAL BRITISH  LEGION BRANCH 
New members are always welcome, so come and join us; you do not have to  

have been in the Armed Forces.  

We meet on the first Sunday of the month, except Jan, Aug and Nov, at the        

Wagon Load of Lime at 11 am. 

For further information, please contact: Fred or Gill Guy     

Tel: 01676 542105  Email: gillyg17560@btinternet.com 
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17000 cyclists riding the Birmingham and Midlands Velo came through Arley on 

12th May. Here they stream past St. Wilfrid’s Church 
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'Like a bridge over troubled water'! 

How time flies!  It will be a year this coming June that I will have been with you as 

vicar in the parishes of Arley and Ansley. A lot of water has flowed under the bridge 

as the expression goes, personally, locally, nationally and internationally. 

No doubt, you have all been shaken by the disturbing happenings around the 

world, not to mention the deliberations over Brexit and even the fire of Notre Dame 

Cathedral.  These events may leave us uncertain about a safe and secure future.  

No matter how much wealth we amass or walls we build around us, none of us are 

immune from what lies round the corner. It's easy to take much for granted and 

consider it our right to have. 

It is that song by Simon and Garfunkel from 1970 which still strikes a chord in 

many hearts and minds. From a Christian perspective it clearly speaks of the     

person of Jesus.  This has been an important time in the Christian calendar when 

we have been celebrating Easter through to Ascension and Pentecost. This is 

where the Christian faith rises above man-made philosophies and religions         

because it is not so much about a set of rules but rather about a person. 

Over the next months, I, and our churches in Arley and Ansley, have to take stock 

and evaluate the future together.  Why don't you also consider taking stock of your 

life, where you're going and what meaning your life has. Who will be by your side 

as you consider the words of this song? 

When you're weary, feeling small 

When tears are in your eyes, I'll dry them all  

I'm on your side, oh, when times get rough 

And friends just can't be found 

Like a bridge over troubled water 

I will lay me down 

Like a bridge over troubled water 

I will lay me down.          

Wishing you God's blessing through these months.             Rev. John 

Rev John’s Jottings for Summer                                         
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 ST. WILFRID’S and ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCHES 
Meeting Needs, Bringing Hope, Sharing Love 

 

 Services are held every Sunday at ST. WILFRID’S at 9.00 am 
Family Worship 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays  
Holy Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays 

Children’s Club (Sunday School) 3rd Sunday      

and HEALING SERVICES   
4th July, 1st August, 5th September at 7.15 pm 
   followed by refreshments in The Old Barn 

 
and every Sunday at ST. MICHAEL’S at 10.30 am 

Holy Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays  
Family Worship 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 
All services include Sunday School 

 
Royal British Legion Commemoration Service 

75th Anniversary of the D Day Landings  
Saturday 8th June 10.00 am at St. Wilfrid’s Church 

All Welcome 
Church Contacts: Rev. John Langlands  024 7667 5236   

or 07588 664962 jlanglands@sky.com 
John Cox 024 7639 4802   Dave Baldwin 01676 542441 
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Hello from the Container Gardener 

Now we are reaching the time that gardeners are looking forward to, sitting in the 
garden, hopefully admiring their hard work over the past 3 months. However, as we 
know, the garden still needs attention. Keeping on top of weeding seems a never 
ending job but it must be done as weeds don’t only take up some of the water 
needed by the plants, they also harbour a number of destructive insects and      
diseases. I find weeding therapeutic and rewarding in the long run. Another thing I 
tend to do whilst weeding is deadheading. This encourages new growth and keeps 
the plants tidy.  

Now the bluebells, snowdrops and other bulbous flowers have finished flowering 
and the leaves are turning yellow, it’s time to lift and divide. Dividing them             
encourages a better show next year, as the plants are given space to grow and 
there is less competition for food and water.  

Always keep watering as dry soil tends to stress plants and once that happens it is 
impossible to keep the plant healthy. On the point of watering, try to use rain water 
as it reduces the acidity given to the plant. 

 If you haven’t already moved the hanging baskets and container plants you have 
been growing in the greenhouse or under cover to your preferred location, do so 
soon.  If you leave them too long they become leggy and look unhealthy. Unhealthy 
plants are unable to cope with disease and soon die.  

Although the sky is blue and the sun is shining, don’t forget to stake and tie up tall 
plants as it is extremely frustrating getting up in the morning to see plants that have 
been affected by wind damage overnight.  

Pinch out the side shoots of tomato plants to encourage strong plants, and thin out 
vegetable seedlings so that you get a bigger crop. Make sure when you are       
thinning out that the soil is moist and, if possible, there is moisture  in the air, as 
this stops the smell of the seedlings attracting pests 

Now that the fruit trees are starting to produce the tiny fruitlets, make sure you thin 
them out to increase the size of the final fruits. Also, protect all your fruit from the 
birds and other fruit loving creatures .  

Container grown plants will require feeding, so give them a feed with a liquid feed 
with a high potash content.  

By now your strawberry plants are starting to produce runners so if your plants are 
more than three years old or you need more plants for next year, start pegging 
them into pots for next year’s fruit producing plants. If your plants are not older than 
three years or you don’t require more plants, cut the runners off as this allows the 
main plant to produce better berries. 

The thing that suffers the most in the summer is your lawn, so if it hasn’t rained for 
sometime, try to keep it watered and feed it with a good dual acting fertilizer. If you 
need to cut it, make sure you raise your mower blades so you are leaving the grass 
longer; this reduces the stress to the grass.  

Hoping everything goes well until the next time. The Container Gardener 
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