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Welcome to the AUTUMN 2019 edition of the Arley News!
If you have items you’d like to submit for inclusion in the Arley News we
can be contacted at arleynews2016@hotmail.com or paper copies can be
dropped into the letterbox located in the Arley Community Centre marked
Arley News.
John Male Editor – arleynews2016@hotmail.com
Patti Baker Treasurer – pattijbaker@hotmail.com
John Birch Advertising – birchjohn@yahoo.co.uk 07443461292
Marion Gales Assistant Editor
Articles for inclusion in the Winter Edition of Arley News
(distributed early December) must be received no later than
15th November 2019
View the Arley News online at: leysmillionaires.com/arley-news
Please Note: The comments expressed in this magazine are those of the
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editorial team

From the Editor.
There seems to be a few issues concerning villagers judging by the amount
of people contacting the News since the last edition.
There is major concern about cars parking on pavement causing
obstructions to pedestrians-see page 9
The lack of connectivity for mobile telephones-see page 11
The difficulty of obtaining doctors appointments-see page 14
On the other hand there has been some success: Elite Sports proved that if
you put the effort in you get the rewards. Their holiday club as been very
popular and successful and the introduction of the pop-up pool as been a
massive success.
I believe if the centre is a success they will have to review just what they can
cope with within the restraints of the building.
See their vision going forward page - page 16
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DAWMILL UPDATE
A statement from LAWRAG
The County Council inform LAWRAG that they have drafted an
enforcement notice, requiring restoration of the site, and have sent the
draft to Harworth for its comments.
They had hoped for a response by the end of August but holidays have
got in the way and they are looking to agree an alternative
deadline. Following this, there will be wider consultation with
stakeholders on the draft.
Enforcement of a restoration scheme can be complex and this gives the
County Council the chance to take on board practical and legal
comments before committing to a formal notice, with the aim of
producing a notice that is workable, supported and less likely to be
challenged
Ian Marriott
Corporate Legal Service Manager
Governance & Policy
Resources Group WCC
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ARLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Chair

Councillor Martin Langley

07989438686

Vice Chairs Councillor Gail Williams

01676541580

Councillor Eric Fellows

01676542697

Councillor Trevor Tennant

01676541641

Councillor Paul Erhahieman 07446961269
Councillor Nigel Turley

01676541543

Councillor John Male

07791208695

Co-opted Member Carolyn McKay 07973336178
Clerk to the Parish Council
Mr Gerry Brough

01676 542563

Email: - gerry@arleyparishcouncil.co.uk
Arley Parish Council meets on the first Thursday of every month at 7:15pm
at Rowlands Court and the minutes of the meetings are posted in the
notice boards in New & Old Arley.
The first item on the agenda is always the Open Forum where Parishioners
are invited to speak on any subject for a limited time.
If you have an issue you wish to raise you are welcome to attend any of the
APC meetings.
North Warwickshire Borough Council Members for Arley & Whitacre area.
Councillor Jodie Gosling

01676 540397

Councillor Ann McLauchlan 07974 320357
Councillor Kerry John Parker KerryParker@NorthWarks.gov.uk
Warwickshire County Councillors
Councillor Colin Hayfield

01675 481887

Councillor Margaret Bell

0788 5733263
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Update from the Parish Council
I would like to begin with a big thank you to those parishioners who attended our D-Day
memorial event at Gunhill Recreation Ground in June. The weather was abysmal all day
but it stopped raining just in time for us to set up for the Bilton Brass Band to be seated
and give a stunning performance. We plan to organise more events so please keep an
eye on our notice boards and here in the Arley News. The final touches are being made
at Hilltop Recreation Ground. A bench and litterbin are being installed and some ground
levelling and seeding. A bit of cosmetic work will be added so please use this facility and
let us know what you think of it.
We are fully aware that that our football fields at Hilltop are not being used at present and
we would all like to see these facilities used again. I played here for Herbert Fowler
School and Ansley Youth Club in the late 1960s so know what these fields mean to the
villagers. We need to add changing rooms, showers and toilets for boys and girls and
officials. This will mean a large outlay and considerable fund raising and planning
applications etc. We are in the initial stages of this project but will keep everyone
informed.
We have received complaints regarding parking problems at Hilltop. We have reported
these to the relevant authorities: Waterloo Housing, Police and North Warwickshire
Borough Council. Try to be sensible and neighbourly, for everyone’s benefit, please.
I am sad to announce the resignation of Councillor Gill Guy. She is a resident of Old
Arley, and a Parish Councillor for the past twelve years. We all wish her well for the
future as the County Chair for Warwickshire & Birmingham RBL, and thank her for her
hard work. Finally I must welcome two new councillors who are joining us: John Male
who you may know as editor of the Arley News, and Carolyn McKay, a resident of Old Arley. Carolyn has experience in the business and education sectors . I am sure they will
both be of value to Arley Parish Council and we look forward to working with them.
Parish Council Minutes and Agendas, Planning Reports and other useful information
can be found on our website-Arley Parish Council. There are currently vacancies on the
Parish Council if anyone is interested. Our councillors can discuss the role or you are
welcome to attend our meetings, which are held on the 1st Thursday of every month.
Details are on the website. Thanks to all parishioners for their input and questions at the
meetings or on our walks around the village. If anyone wishes to add further
comments, please contact our Clerk or any Councillor (see page 5 for contact details).
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Marcus Jones MP
Working Hard for Arley

I am delighted to support the Arley News.
One of the great joys of being your local MP is
spending time with the many groups and
organisations that thrive and help enrich the lives
of residents.
Please contact me if you need advice or to discuss
any concerns – I can’t promise to solve every
problem but I will always do my best to help.
Marcus Jones MP, 13-17 Hollybush House, Bond
Gate, Nuneaton CV11 4AR Tel: 024 7634 8482
Email: marcus.jones.mp@parliament.uk
Website: marcusjones.org.uk
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Arley News
With reference to your article in the Summer 2019 publication on “NEW PHONE
MAST” I am one of the many, many local residents that are unable to receive a
mobile signal, so I contacted the Brough Council to establish how long would it be
before the mast was up and running; unfortunately no one I spoke to could give me
a clear time line, other than “they will do it as quickly as possible”. There seems to
be a long way to go to tick all the boxes. Due to the fact I purchased my mobile
telephone before I came to live in the area there isn't anything my service provider
is willing to do to help resolve my no service issue. I wonder if there is anyone in
the area that gives out some advice.
Regards SW

Editor’s reply
Like you I moved into the area from an area that had full service connectivity from
my service provider and like you got very frustrated when my mobile connectivity
stopped when I moved. I tried to resolve the situation several times with various
service providers but eventually managed to resolve the situation by insisting the
they provided me with “SIGNAL BOOSTER” and I seemed to have resolved the
issue.

Where have you got a signal?
Nowhere - If you cannot find a mobile signal anyway within a reasonable distance
surrounding your home then you have the right to raise your concern with your
mobile network provider.
You can request a signal strength check to be performed, which will reinforce your
claim to the provider. Once this has been addressed, you will have reason to cancel
your contract for non-performance.
Outside your home, but not inside - Occasionally, a lack of signal can be caused
by something in your home that is interfering with the network signal reaching your
mobile device.
Check your mobile contract to see whether your network declared within its terms
and conditions that they are not responsible for short losses of mobile service. If
you cannot find this, then make sure you express this issue when you speak to the
provider.
Regardless of your location... If the loss of signal is of not a direct result of your
actions, and it was never explained to you before agreeing to your mobile contract
that the signal may be weak, poor or sporadic in your area, then you have rights to
cancel under the supply of goods and services act 1982.
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Dear Editor
I feel I must voice my utter dismay at how drivers are parking vehicles in Arley and
obstructing footpaths. As the word implies “a footpath is a path for people to walk
along, especially a right of way in the countryside”. Not having a car myself I have
to walk my 2 children to school and car drivers can see from the photographs the
issue I have when trying to navigate a pushchair and control a child whilst holding
his hand. There have been a number of incidents when I have had to travel in the
road to get round the park cars.
“Please don’t park on footpaths”
Sam W (Old Arley)
My 11 year old nephew got run over in the road and died so that is why I feel so
strongly about thoughtless drivers parking on pavements.
Linda (Arley)
Nearly had a crash trying to turn right out of Morgan Close because I couldn't see
the oncoming traffic thanks to parked vans on the footpath obstructing my view”
Samantha (Arley)
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Residents and visitors will be welcome to come along and enjoy a range of
entertainment and stalls, including FREE inflatables, sports demonstrations, dog
shows and much more.
It's a great day out for all the family..
The aim of the event is to get as many people as possible using parks and green
spaces, whist also engaging the local community and promoting positive
messages about healthy lifestyles and enjoying their local community.
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Patron Her Majesty The Queen
ARLEY ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
BRANCH
On the 13th July members of the branch and 4
year old Jesse completed a sponsored 10k walk
around Birmingham to
raise funds for the Legion,
between them they raised
over £900.
The Arley Branch Poppy
Appeal total for 2018 was
in excess of £33,000 but
in order to maintain this
we need more volunteers.
So if you can spare a few
hours from 26th Oct – 9th
November between 8am
and 4pm to collect inside
Corley Services, or
Sainsburys at Courthouse Green, please contact Gill Guy.
Our annual Remembrance Service will take place on the 10th November at
St. Wilfrid’s Church, at 10am.
New members are always welcome, so come and join us, you do not have to have
been in the Armed Forces. We meet on the first Sunday of the month, except Jan,
Aug and Nov at the Wagon Load of Lime at 11 am.
For further information, please contact: Fred or Gill Guy
Tel: 01676 542105

Email: gillyg17560@btinternet.com

HOW ABOUT BREAKFAST?
Why not pop in to the Community Café at the
Community Centre for a cuppa and a chat,
or maybe breakfast or a sandwich?
The café is open every Wednesday-09.30 to 11.30
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ELITE
ELITE SPORT
SPORT CENTRE
CENTRE ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITIES
EXERCISE CLASS TIMETABLE
MONDAY: YOGA - 6.30pm to 7.15pm.
VIBE CYCLE - 7.45pm to 8.30pm
TUESDAY: MEDICAL CONDITION REFERRALS - 6.00pm to 7.00pm (NEW ACTIVITY)
VIBE CYCLE - 6.00pm to 6.45pm
VIBE KETTLEBELLS - 7.00pm to 7.45pm
VIBE CIRCUITS – 8.00pm to 8.45pm
WEDNESDAY: VIBE POWER - 6.00pm to 6.45pm
VIBE BOX - 7.00pm to 7.45pm
THURSDAY: VIBE CIRCUITS - 6.00pm to 6.45pm
VIBE “D” BANDS - 7.00pm to 7.45pm
FRIDAY: PILATES - 9.15am to 10.00am
EASY EXERCISE - 10.15am to 11.00am
VIBE CYCLE - 5.15pm to 6.00pm
SATURDAY: VIBE POWER - 9.00am to 9.45am
SUNDAY: STEPS - 10.00am to 10.45 (NEW ACTIVITY)
Book using our app:- Glofox (ELITE Sport uk)
Online : - www.elitesportsuk.com
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CONGRATULATIONS TO GAYE !
I’m sure everyone will
congratulate Old Arley
resident Gaye Perks for
the effort she put in on a
recent charity bike ride.
Gaye rode 26 miles
starting in Shrewsbury
through Welshpool back
into Shrewsbury and
raised £400.00 for the
National Parkinsons
Charity .
I’m sure there will be quite a lot of people who will recognise Gaye as she is
involved with running quite a lot of activities based in the Elite Sport Centre and
Wesley Hall Methodist Chapel. The photo shows Gaye with the medal and
certificate she was awarded and a few of the ladies from the Friday morning “easy
exercise class” that she runs

FILLONGLEY OPEN STUDIO WEEKEND
10am-5pm. Sat. & Sun. 21st & 22nd September
The Old Granary, Castle Close, Fillongley CV7 8PB
Artist and Author: www.susan-moore.co.uk
Over 80 original paintings on display
Unusual Silk Paintings, Watercolours, Pastels etc
Signed cards - and books.
Local history and new trilogy
‘Life and Death of a Pirate’.
Have a go at Silk Painting your own card (£5 to charity).
Everyone Welcome, enjoy the garden if weather is good.
Refreshments: Tea/coffee, biscuits, cakes etc.
Also: Enrolment for children’s FREE ART CLASSES age 9 – 13.
An amazing arty weekend in North Warwickshire, Nuneaton,
Bedworth, Bulkington, Fillongley etc.
More details of all the Open Studios, Heritage Centre, Nuneaton Railway Gallery,
Men in Sheds etc: www.openartstrail.org
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Spring Hill
Medical Centre
01676 540395
Opening Times: Monday to Friday 8.30-12.30 and 13.30-18.30
Three times a week the surgery is open later for patients who cannot attend at
the above times. Pre-book by contacting the Centre.

Galley Common Medical Centre
Opening Times: Monday to Friday 8.30-11.30 and 13.30-16.30
Please contact the surgery by phone or by visiting the surgery.
www.springhillmedicalcentre.co.uk can be used to order repeat prescriptions
or inform of any changes of address or phone number.
In response to the number of concerns raised with the Arley News about
appointments I had a meeting with a member of the Practice Management and a
member of the Patient Administrator Team, which was extremely informative.
I was made aware that, from 1st July 2019, the process of telephoning the
surgery for an appointment had changed, and this was in response to a number of
issues highlighted. From 1st July the Centre has operated a new process know as
“Telephone Triage”. The trial system was introduced after the practice had
reviewed a number of options to manage appointments; it has been shown to
significantly improve access in other practices.
As the change was in it’s early days the results were still being reviewed, but one
statistic that came out of the July information was that the number of patients not
attending appointments had dropped significantly.
The practice also runs the “Spring Hill Active Group”. This gives out advice on
what is available to people. There are trained staff available to help patients
understand and access other agencies and services within the wider health
economy, which are available to the local community.
On the issue of Doctor’s Referrals, because this procedure is now being managed
by a new supplier, the information and how to link to it was still uncertain.
I am planning to have a further meeting with the management team, when there
will be more information on the outcomes of these new systems. We’ll publish the
results in out winter edition. The Editor
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WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984, SECTION 14
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF CHURCH LANE, OLD ARLEY
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make a Temporary Traffic Order closing
Church Lane, Old Arley from junction with Rectory Road to junction with Fir Tree
Lane to vehicular traffic. The closure is required for structural patching of
carriageway, fitting of gully & gully pots and associated works, 08.00 - 16.00 daily.
The Order will commence on 12 September 2019 and will last for a period of 18
months, or until the works are completed, whichever is the earlier. However, it is
anticipated that the works will be completed by 13 September 2019.
Pedestrian access to and egress from properties and land situated adjacent to the
length of road to be closed will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will be
maintained where possible
An alternative route will be signed and is available via: Church Lane, Gun Hill,
Spring Hill, Rectory Road and vice versa.
The team dealing with this Temporary Traffic Order at Warwickshire County Council
is Highways North (Tel: 01926 412515). Any enquiries relating to the works being
undertaken may be directed to the contractor, Balfour Beatty (Tel: 03452 415 302).
S Duxbury, Assistant Director of Governance and Policy, Shire Hall, Warwick.
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THE FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT!
Having recently met with directors Aaron & Terry of Elite Sports Development Co.
the company who took over the Arley Sport Centre, I must say that they and their
team’s drive and dedication has proved once again that there was a need for a
local facility to help the local community stay fit and healthy.
When they received the keys in January this year there were several people who
thought that the company were off their heads, as they believed the facility had
no future and was sure to fail. How wrong they were. Starting at a zero they now
have 140 signed up members who participate in various activities on a regular
basis, plus other ad hoc users of the centre.
Aaron and Terry, plus their team, have used their previous experience to
generate people’s enthusiasm to visit the gym and take classes, not only to
exercise and become healthier but also to bring back some community spirt into
the area. Who would have thought of a pop up pool? What a winner that is!
I was interested in their views on the future of the centre and was pleasantly
surprised to be told that there were several new activities planned, including
“family fitness’ and ‘bootcamp’. The concept of getting all the family, young and
old, to get together and do exercises is innovative and exciting.
There is a cycling club based at the centre that meets on Thursdays & Sundays,
and to show Elite’s commitment to getting involved, they will be supporting them
with sports gear.
It’s nice to see that some of the previous users of the centre are returning. Well
establish clubs like Arley’s Angels ladies netball team are using the facility for
training and there has been investment in the gym equipment to support the
Saturday morning gym club. Also, there is a small classroom available for hire
which can accommodate up to 10 people.
The centre is also looking at what they can do for residents who have long term
health and mobility issues and I am sure that there will be some good news for
them soon. They are also looking at a project to resurface the old tennis courts
and hope to establish a multi outdoor sports area.
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The Editor

AVERY EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
NOTICE OF GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR 2019
For residents of Arley

The Trustees of Avery Educational Foundation are able to make grants
to young persons who, in the opinion of the Trustees, are in need of
financial assistance in connection with their education (including their
social and physical training and welfare).
The Trustees usually meet in November to consider applications for
grants and any person wishing to make an application should complete
a form available from:
FAO. Mr. Mathew Jones, (Avery Trust),
Cocks Lloyd Solicitors, Riversley House, Coton Road,
Nuneaton CV11 5TX 02476 641642.
Or by email from: m.elson@cockslloyd.co.uk
Applications should be returned no later than
Tuesday October. 1st 2019

Applications for October 2019
St Wilfrid’s & St Michael’s
Holmes Educational Foundation
Trustees of the above Foundation meet once per year in October to consider grants to be
made towards further education - Students can apply for application forms if they are attending,
for example:

6th Form College, Universities, Higher Education
Up to the age of 25 years old.
All applicants must be resident in Arley Parish.
Applications to be received back by Wednesday October 9th 2019 – please write to:
Mrs.R.F.Asbury. Holmes Educational, ‘Carlyon’, 15 Woodside, Old Arley, Coventry. CV7
8GH
Enclosing a stamped addressed envelope marked ‘HOLMES’ for return of form.
Or request an application by e-mail: keithasburydofe@hotmail.co.uk
Closing date for all applications is 9th October 2019.
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The Leys Millionaires
Big Local update August 2019
Activities for Young People
The Leys Youth Project has had a jam packed summer moving around the villages
delivering a wide range of activities. From September we will be delivering regular
outdoor activities now that we have our portable kit that includes a gazebo and
stove for the cold rainy days. For more information on what is on offer for children
and young people please visit our web-site and Facebook pages.
Are you interested in supporting young people?
We are hosting a Youth Work Awareness Course and are looking for individuals
interested in a career in youth work or those interested in being a positive role
model. The course is free and will be delivered over 4 days in October. You will
receive a certificate of attendance and have the opportunity to continue on to the
Youth Work Level 2 Award. In return we ask that you volunteer at one of our youth
sessions for 6 weeks. If you are interested in the course or have any questions
please contact Sarah on 07939 510344 or email
sarah.deeming@wcava.org.uk.
Citizens Advice Service
The Leys Millionaires have been working to help bring
more services into the villages of New Arley, Old Arley and Ansley Village. North
Warwickshire Citizens Advice are delighted to be joining the Big Local Arley and
Ansley to deliver a range of advice services to local residentsm starting on 2nd
September. Our Advice Worker will be based in local venues on a weekly basis to
provide advice on a range of issues, including: benefit entitlements; debt; housing;
employment; energy saving measures, and access to Severn Trent's Big Difference
scheme; access to local welfare schemes and charitable grants, and our free legal
advice service. Appointments will also be available to book.
Community Chest Grant Scheme
We are pleased to be re-launching our Community Chest Grant Scheme and are
keen to talk to local residents, community organisations and businesses to see how
a grant could support you and help our local community. We have made some
slight changes to our grants; community organisations can now apply for up to
£1,500 and businesses can now apply for up to £2,500. To find out more or to get
assistance to apply please go to our web-site or contact one of the project workers.

Contact us
Website: www.leysmillionaires.com
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NAPA PLUMBING & HEATING
CONTACT NEIL TEL: - 07512 575685










Gas Fire & Surrounds

Safety Checks

Boiler Replacement.

Bathrooms and Kitchens Fitting.

Full Central Heating installed.
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Spend £30 and get 10%
off with this voucher!
Join our Xmas Club
and start saving!
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Arley Women’s Institute

For our June meeting Arley WI ladies enjoyed a very interesting practical
demonstration of Reflexology given by Haley. Two of the ladies were treated to a
diagnosis foot massage.
We experienced one of the best meetings of the year in July when Ruth
McCluskey ran a practical Needle Felting class. We each made a lovely brooch
to take home. Ruth is based in Coton Arches Craft Centre from where she
regularly runs classes. Following this we had a cream tea with homemade
scones, jam, cream and a lovely cup of tea.
Also in July we had a stall at the Festival of Flight selling cakes, jams and plants.
We had a lovely day spending time with each other and watching the kites
blowing in the wind.
Although Arley WI does not have a meeting in August we do meet up to have a
meal together. This year some of the ladies from Ridge Lane WI will be joining us
for a time of sharing and exchange of ideas.
We meet at the Barn in the grounds of St Wilfrid’s Church in Old Arley at 7.30pm
on the first Tuesday of each month.
The next Arley WI meetings are as follows:
Tuesday, 3rd September - Jewellery Making with Tina Jary
Tuesday, 1st October – Pyrography with Helen Woodhouse
Tuesday, 5th November – Our Annual Meeting
Tuesday, 3rd December - Bring and Share Christmas Party
For more information please email arleywi@gmail.com
contact Linda on 07779 157 6511 or just come along to one of our meetings
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GUN HILL ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION
We have had a very mixed season this year; warm sun in February meant things
like tomatoes and peppers germinated early. The warm spring also meant that the
tomatoes started to set fruit as early as May, which is unusual.
Unfortunately the warm weather meant many vegetables matured and went to seed
early so we have had limited success with what we will be able to harvest this year.
So far all the trees we planted in January are growing well, again this is unusual as
not all settle and grow. Let's hope they survive their first winter and start bearing
fruit.
We are planning several projects, lined up for the next few months:
* building raised beds
* maintenance of the wildlife garden
* bridge repairs in the wildlife garden
We plan to make some raised beds for anyone who is not able to dig and maintain
a plot, but would like to grow some vegetables or flowers.
We have put a lot of effort in this year to make the allotment site look neat and tidy.
Because of this we entered the site and some of the plots into the annual allotment
competition run by North Warwickshire Allotment Federation; the results won't be
known until October.
We have also welcomed some new members who have worked hard on their plots
to make them viable. Some spent a lot of time in the autumn and winter getting the
ground ready for planting in the spring; those that put this work in have had the
most success with their plots this year.
If you are thinking of taking on an allotment the autumn is the best time to take one
on, you will then have the time to dig before winter to let the frosts help break down
the soil ready for spring sowing.
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Welcome to St. Wilf’s
this Autumn!
Harvest Supper in the Old Barn
Thursday 10th October at 7 pm
Contact Maureen on 02476 394802 to book your place
Harvest Festival Service
Sunday 13th October at 9 am

Autumn Fayre
Saturday 26th October from 1 till 4 pm
Cream Teas and Light Refreshments
Fresh Produce, Preserves and Cakes
Craft stalls etc.
Contact Maureen on 02476 394802 if you would like a stall.

Remembrance Sunday
10th November at 10.15 am
1st Saturday of every month from 10 till 12

Knit and Natter in the Old Barn
Learn, improve or just keep doing
Knitting, crochet, sewing
Any skill level, any age, refreshments served.
3rd Tuesday of every month at 5.30 pm

Community Dining Club in the Old Barn
Hot meal and choice of puddings for £5
Stay on for Bingo afterwards if you would like to.
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Wesley Hall Arley Methodist Chapel
Rev. Jane Braund 01676 533737
Sunday Service 10.30am
Monday 9.00am Move it or Lose it!
Exercise class for older people
Contact Gaye 07432708303
5.00-6.45 GEMM Club: gentle exercise, meditation and movement based on
T’ai Chi
Tuesday 7.30-8.15 Pilates with Gaye Warwick
Wednesday 10.00-11.00 Keep Fit with Pat Poulton
Thursday. 1.00pm Community Walk
Meet and walk in the local area for about an hour and
on the first Thursday of the month
pop in for tea and cake and chat at 2.30
We are celebrating our 100 year anniversary on
26 June 2020. Anyone who has memories of past years and would like to
share them with us, please contact
Joyce Lea 02476 392376
th
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Do you love reading?
Would you like to join the Arley Book Lovers?

I am thinking of starting a reading group in Old Arley starting January or February
2020 (possibly earlier), for anyone in the surrounding villages who loves to read
and would enjoy the opportunity of discussing books with fellow enthusiasts.
I thought we could meet once a month. I suggest it would be easier to remember if
we hold the reading group on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th Monday (Tuesday,
Wednesday etc.) each month.
The format will be very simple and informal.


We would take it in turns to select a book for the next meeting.



The book needs to be available at a library or to purchase on Amazon or
similar (Kindle versions are much cheaper but it might be possible to purchase
a 2nd hand copy)



The person choosing the book can suggest some things for the readers to
think about if they wish.



The group has a month to read the book then meets up to share their
opinions, along with enjoying each others’ company and partaking of
refreshments.

There are a number of options for the venue and it depends entirely on how many
people are interested in coming along.
Less than 8 and the meetings could be held in my lounge. There would be no cost
but maybe we could take it in turns to bring the biscuits?
More than 8 and I would need to look into hiring the Arley Community Centre, the
Barn or similar. There would be a small cost per person, probably in the region of
£1 - £2 each time
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If you are interested in joining a reading group could you please e-mail me at
marilyn.pemberton@yahoo.co.uk and answer the following few questions:
1. Your name and e-mail address or other contact details.
2. When would you prefer the reading group to be held? Let me know your

preferred days and times (day and/or evening). Remember it will be just once a
month.
3. Have you been a member of a reading group before? I haven’t, so if you have

any hints and tips please do let me know.
4. Do you have a suggestion for the 1st book for the group to read?

If e-mailing is not possible then drop a note through my letter box at
41 St. Wilfrid’s Cottages, Ansley Lane, Old Arley, or text me on 0758 542 459.
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St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church
Spring Hill, New Arley CV7 8FE

Sunday Mass at 8.30 am and
Mass at 12.00 noon on Holy Days of Obligation.
31

Rev John’s Jottings for Summer
One giant step for mankind – but it’s not about Brexit!
On 19th July this year, the world was commemorating the 50th anniversary of the
first men on the moon. It was when the astronaut Neil Armstrong spoke those
immortal words as his foot touched the surface of the moon: ‘One small step for
man, one giant step for mankind’
It was an occasion where many world leaders and commentators said it was an
event that brought the world together as a single human race. The uniqueness of
our earthly humanity joined as one, as we reached out to another part of the
universe with unknown possibilities.
It may well have been the only time since then that our common humanity has
united us. Sadly back on our own planet of earth, prejudices, disagreements and
broken relationships continue to divide us personally, nationally and internationally.
Brexit is a good example in our country and our continent.
However, such things needn’t be the norm. It may be up to us as individuals to
take our ‘first small step’, which will be the start of a giant step in bringing
reconciliation and peace to others.
Taking the initiative, like stepping on the moon, is a very courageous and humbling
thing to do. Sadly, pride is often the biggest hurdle to overcome.
Just another surprising event took place prior to the men emerged from the ‘Eagle’
Lunar Landing Vehicle. Armstrong’s co-pilot Buzz Aldrin pulled out a Bible, a small
silver chalice and some bread and wine.
There on the moon, their first act was to pray and celebrate communion. Makes
you think doesn’t it? What would you do if you were stepping out into the
unknown? Living on our planet earth today is no less fraught with the unknown.
Over the next three months our small steps may have a bigger influence than we
think!
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St Wilfrid’s and St Michael’s Churches
Meeting Needs, Bringing Hope, Sharing Love
Services are held every Sunday at ST. WILFRID’S at 9.00 am

Family Worship 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays
Holy Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays
Children’s Club (Sunday School) 3rd Sunday

HARVEST SERVICE at St. Wilfrid’s 13th October 9.00 am
and
th

HEALING SERVICES

5 September, 3rd October, 7th November at 7.15 pm
followed by refreshments in The Old Barn
and every Sunday at ST. MICHAEL’S at 10.30 am
Holy Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays
Family Worship 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
All services include Sunday School

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE at St. Wilfrid’s 10th November
10.15 am
and at the War Memorial at 11.00 am
Church Contacts: Rev. John Langlands 024 7667 5236
or 07588 664962 jlanglands@sky.com
John Cox 024 7639 4802 Dave Baldwin 01676 542441
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Hello from the Container Gardener
When September comes there’s plenty to be done while you’re outside enjoying the last
of the year’s warmth. Harvesting crops will keep you busy this month; plenty of work to do
tidying and maintaining plants and equipment. Then comes my favourite month, October
brings with it autumnal colours and crisp white frosts. Clear blue-sky days are perfect for
throwing on a woolly jumper and getting out in the garden to get a good tidy up done. If
you grow fruit and veg, there's still plenty that needs to be done. Harvest and storing is
the reward for your efforts and I think there is no more satisfying feeling when you start to
use your own produce at meals
As autumn turns to winter, I find my main jobs are about protecting plants and structures
from the bad weather to come. Now is the time to start planting out bulbs. Some gardeners like to mix flowering varieties but personally I like to plant the same varieties in
groups of seven; I think it gives a better look to the garden when they are in bloom. For
most gardeners leaves are a major issue as the weather changes. I always make a point
of clearing them as regularly as possible to reduce the spread of diseases like black spot
and fungal spores. To be on the safe side, I burn them, diseases spread quickly on small
plots. Once I have cleared the flower beds, I use the spent growing medium as a mulch
and as an insulator for the plant’s roots. Another job I do constantly is deadhead and
water the hanging baskets; it keeps them flowering a little longer, and although it might
rain constantly, the water never seems to get to the growing medium. This is also the time
to prune climbing and rambling roses and dispose of the cuttings by burning. Fruit canes
benefit from a tidy-up at this time. Cutting out the old growth encourages the new canes
which will bear next year’s fruit. While you are doing this job pick off and discard any
damaged and rotting fruit. Another important job is to raise all your containers off the
ground, if you don’t they will get waterlogged and the roots will rot. When the foliage of
your main crop of potatoes has died down and started to turn brown, cut it off at ground
level, to reduce the risk of blight. When you come to harvest them make totally sure the
tubers are thoroughly dry; if they are stored damp they will rot and it will spread to the
whole crop. Pinch out the tops and side shoots from tomatoes, this will allow the plant’s
energy to be directed to the growing trusses. Keep your Runner and French beans
watered as, if they are allowed to dry, the plant will stop flowering, therefore no beans.
Pot up strawberry runners if you need new or replacement plants for next year.
With the growing season coming to an end, when you cut your lawn raise the height of
the cutting blades and treat the lawn to its final top dressing of fertiliser with a high potash
level, but low in nitrogen, this will allow the lawn to recover from the summer stress.
Chafers and leatherjackets can be an issue as the weather warms up next year, so I treat
the lawn with a biological control dressing. If it is not too wet, scarify the lawn to remove
any thatch and, using a fork, aerate the lawn to help keep your lawn healthy.
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